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Chessable and 
Chess.com at 
the Pan-Am

By Dr. Alexey Root, WIM
The Pan-American Intercollegiate 

Team Chess Championship (Pan-Am) 
was January 5-8, 2023, It was covered in 
the Seattle Times on January 7: https://
www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/
the-college-national-championship-not-
the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-
seattle/

Eighty-five teams from 48 colleges 
and universities across North America 
participated. See https://cea.gg/pages/
panam for the results. Each team was 
composed of four undergraduate or 
graduate students (mostly undergraduates) 
and alternates were allowed too.

I spoke at the opening ceremony and 
closing ceremony, plus I helped with the 
Chess.com booth. Also speaking at the 
opening ceremony was Bob Ferguson, 
Washington State Attorney General. I 
attach a photo of me (in a Chessable shirt) 
with Ferguson, who is a chess master. I 
also attach the cover of Northwest Chess 
from December 1978, when Bob and I 
were 13 years old.

At the Pan-Am, university students 
and faculty members learned about the 
Chessable Research Awards: https://www.

chessable.com/blog/chessable-research-
awards-winners/. The “Summer” cycle 
of applications opens January 15 and 
closes March 15, with the winners to be 
announced on May 15. There are three 
cycles of awards each year: Spring, 
Summer, and Fall. Any chess-themed 
topics may be submitted for consideration 
and ongoing or new chess research is 
eligible.

Chess.com promoted its College 
Ambassador Program, https://www.chess.
com/news/view/college-ambassador-
program, and its Collegiate Chess League, 
https://www.chess.com/news/view/
chesscom-announces-ccl-2022-2023.

Alexey Root was the 1989 U.S. 
Women’s Champion. She is a Woman 
International Master. Buy her books at 
this link: amazon.com/author/alexeyroot. 
She teaches Chess Online courses for The 
University of Texas at Dallas. Information 
on those courses is at this link: https://
is.utdallas.edu/academics/chess/ Since 
April of 2022, Root has been the Chief 
Science Officer for Chessable.

L-R: Alexey Root, Mauricio Romano, Andrew 
Schley, Joe Lee, Judit Sztaray, and Max 

Mihaylov.

L-R: Bob Ferguson, Alexey Root in 2023.

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-college-national-championship-not-the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-seattle/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-college-national-championship-not-the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-seattle/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-college-national-championship-not-the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-seattle/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-college-national-championship-not-the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-seattle/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-college-national-championship-not-the-one-you-think-is-this-weekend-in-seattle/
https://www.chessable.com/blog/chessable-research-awards-winners/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8shSU_7AWuwRT_u9VLY5YioYkll9HXh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qCDonzPPNtxbJ7Cj3hiOu7klumesI8Qc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CH23tFCrj78KvwGMuuE9Avszr64RPaIm/view?usp=sharing
https://www.chessable.com/blog/chessable-research-awards-winners/
https://www.chessable.com/blog/chessable-research-awards-winners/
https://www.chess.com/news/view/college-ambassador-program
https://www.chess.com/news/view/college-ambassador-program
https://www.chess.com/news/view/college-ambassador-program
https://www.chess.com/news/view/chesscom-announces-ccl-2022-2023
https://www.chess.com/news/view/chesscom-announces-ccl-2022-2023
https://www.amazon.com/stores/Alexey-W.-Root/author/B001JP9XGW?ref=ap_rdr&store_ref=ap_rdr&isDramIntegrated=true&shoppingPortalEnabled=true
https://is.utdallas.edu/academics/chess/
https://is.utdallas.edu/academics/chess/


Page 4                                                             February 2023                                                     Northwest Chess  

Philip Peterson
1961—2022

Ralph Dubisch

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15gs8GkgO0t5J_nHIj-CbpWWDC1FiMdbv/view?usp=sharing
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This is hard. Hard indeed. Every day I see something 
I want to share, but there’s no longer a two-way 
communication to be had. Politics, religion, science 
fiction, general silliness, life’s adventures, trials, and 

tribulations; all were things that Philip and I discussed whenever 
we needed a sounding board, a non-judgmental ear, a friend.

My last text to my dear friend Philip, sent December 29, 
2022: 

“Rumor is you died hiking on Christmas. Please 
confirm or deny.”

No response. That’s a bad sign.
Just three weeks prior to that, on December 7, 2022, he was 

inviting me on a January camping trip to Big Bend National 
Park in Texas:

“Interested in some “camping” in January in Big 
Bend? More Glamping, as it is in a trailer. No power 
or water, but a comfy mattress. Two actually. [... ] It 
was ecstasy last December. And, oh those stars!”

On November 11, 2022 he was talking about some physical 
ailments:

“Thinking of getting several back operations now. 
Feet fall asleep unless I crouch. Right arm falls asleep 
unless I either hold it straight up or bend my neck 
sharply forward. Getting kind of fed up with it. And 
yet it still has no effect on tennis.”

Ah, the joys of aging. He had just had stitches removed 
from a serious hand wound (I’ll spare you the accompanying 
photo) incurred in a tennis fall.

“Hand still feels like it is broken, but at least it is 
my left hand, and the stitches are out. Whine, whine, 
whine.”

On December 1, 2022 he sent a picture:

“Twins!” (I suggested, attempting to reference his 
famous photo of Gary Dorfner)

“Symbiotes!” (Philip improved.)

In an email on December 19, 2022, he wrote:
“Heading out for solo camping Friday to the dark 
skies of Devil’s River. A pleasant little breeze. Good 
thing I’ll be at the top of a ridge to get the full effect!”

Clearly, he was doing something he loved, probably pushing 
the envelope to get the best photograph. That was his style.

One of the things I find myself saying lately is, “Life only 
gives you one fatal mistake.” Philip was a risk taker. He did 
fairly extreme things. You want examples?

Philip, December 28, 2021:
“Here is my most recent “lost” story (more to 
come)…

“So I spent Christmas evening on a viewing point over 
the Rio Grande. Maybe a mile from my car. [... ]

“Sunset around 6:00. There were around 30-50 people 
up there (Rio Grande village nature trail).

“By about 6:20, I was alone. Pretty darkish at 6:30. 
Still some red clouds though. So I was enjoying the 
light show.

“So I kept watching the sky, enjoying the solitude.

“Around 6:45, I started to hear cross border traffic. 
I’d hear the clopping of hoofs, shallow water 
splashing on the far bank (I presume), then deep 
water swishes in the water, then louder shallow water 
splashing on the near bank.

“And then a few minutes later the entire process was 
repeated a second time.

“I didn’t have a flashlight, so thought maybe I should 
try to find my car. Coming off a steep hill. In the dark. 
There was still a little bit of red in the sky, so I could 
sort of see the path, and I used my tripod to double 
check on the larger steps, so I didn’t stumble too 
badly.

“Of course I got sorta lost, so was wandering around 
roads and trails adjacent to the Rio Grande in the 
dark. Carrying two cameras, a bottle of water, and 
walking stick. My phone was almost out of power, so I 
didn’t want to use it for light and ruin my night sight.

“I suppose a couple of horses might have just 
happened to wait until just after dark to swim the Rio 
Grande. Or maybe it was some tourists. Who didn’t 
want to disturb the night by talking. Or using a light.

“Or cross border human or drug trafficking.”

I replied:
“Love these stories.

“Possibly interesting insight. In life, you tend to be 
quite adventurous, going to Australia, camping on 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Btm7rAZUl8Ef8MBPKGXAXqHLclYRo30Y/view?usp=sharing
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your own, sitting in the wilderness along the US/
Mexico border at night, nearly dying in riptides, 
dehydrating on a long hike (getting lost, etc.), dodging 
boulders being shed by glaciers, flying airplanes, 
driving 100 mph, skydiving...  In chess you were rather 
the opposite, tending to grab material and cover up, 
trying to stay safe.

“I, on the other hand, was more apt to try chess 
gambits, attack, sacrifice, and play dynamically. But 
in life, I tend to see worrisome threats and risks, drive 
at the speed limit, stay at home...  See where I’m going 
with this?”

Philip, December 29, 2021
“Interesting observation. In chess I tend to play pretty 
conservatively. Grubbing for a pawn and then go for a 
slowly improving position (until I blunder).

“In life, a bit more risky, now that you mention it.

“Two more stories then…

“I hiked down to the Window. It was a fascinating 
hike. One hikes down to a notch in the mountains that 
is maybe four feet wide.

“Hiking down into it, at one point you are hiking 
along a forested stream bed. Or rather a flash flood 
course. But you are in dim shade, with a temperature 
of about 55 degrees. Then you get a sudden blast of 
wind coming out of the Window, and suddenly the 
ambient air temperature is about 75 degrees. For a 
few seconds, then the breeze passes, and you are back 
to 55 degrees.

“Or perhaps the breeze will hit in a more turbulent 
manner, and the temperature will fluctuate 20 degrees 
with every few steps you take for a couple of minutes.

“I eventually got to the Window. I was about ten feet 
from a 500 foot dropoff. Ahhh, but I saw I could get 
closer.

“There was a very slick section of rock, like a dry 
water slide. It was only about four feet long, with 
maybe three vertical feet, and after that you have three 
or four feet of what would be a narrow pool. After 
that, a massive lethal drop.

“ “Ahh ha” thought I, “I can get closer to the edge.” 
I couldn’t walk down, as my feet would have slid out 
under me, so I sat down and used it [the slick section 
of rock] as a slide, which was somewhat exhilarating, 
as if there was a freak accident (my feet getting caught 
somewhere and causing me to somersault off a cliff, 
for instance) ... 

“Generally a three foot slide isn’t very exhilarating. 
But when you add the possibility of a deadly fall at the 
end of it, it gets your heart ramped up a bit.

“ “The Window” shows the four mile hike to get there. 
I hate hikes that are downhill at the start, then all 
uphill on the way back…”

Here’s a picture and email from December 31, 2021:

“Canyon hike. The hike comes to an end in a pouroff.

“I stood around for five or ten minutes trying to decide 
if I could navigate it. I was sure I could get down 
(what with gravity and all). But I didn’t think I could 
get back up. And it would have been awkward if I was 
trapped in a canyon with no way out. So I showed 
wisdom (hard to believe, I know) and turned back.

“You don’t really get an idea of how steep this was 
from the pictures. But steep enough (and smooth 
enough) that I didn’t think I could climb back up.”

Oh, there’s much more, but perhaps this small selection of 
adventure from just the last year will be enough for now. In May 
Philip was hired by US Chess to be the official photographer 
at the Elementary National Championships in Columbus, 
Ohio. As well as his regular design job at Harland Clarke, the 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bKbcU6DmVD9JNreQBGAxqr5LS8nGK1xJ/view?usp=sharing
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check printing company, he often worked as a photographer on 
weekends and other breaks. He shot mud runs, weddings, chess 
tournaments, school sporting events… several years ago he was 
hired to do publicity portraits for a roller derby team. One of 
the women insisted he take a picture of her nude, wearing only 
roller skates.

Philip has been part of the Northwest Chess scene for over 

L-R: Bobby Ferguson, Bill Phipps, Paul Zurybida, David Archer, Philip Peterson, Jerry Prothero.
Taken on Mercer Island, June 1981.

Reminder:
(click here for details)

February 4-5, Washington President’s Cup
Seattle/Redmond

Note: Must be paid by February 1: No late or on-site registrations 
or payments.

forty years, as player, photographer, and prolific editor of the 
magazine. His first stint as editor started in 1990, following my 
own first series in 1989-90. He worked with me at International 
Chess Enterprises for several years in the 1990s as well.

A sounding board, a chat partner, a non-judgmental ear. 
Hard, hard indeed to lose a friend.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SKy7uY9H-lvf3RPGm4R3iB8Flg97jfS3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQ4Bgu2HLQL_6f1bEvCXqIVGmeUOtrbw/view?usp=sharing


 

CHESS TOURNAMENT 
 

President’s Day Monday, February 20, 2023 
Chinook Middle School 
2001 98th Ave NE  Bellevue, WA 98004 
 
 

OPEN SECTIONS: 
K-5 Open, K-12 Open 
 

A 5-round G/25; +5 Swiss.  For 
advanced beginner to advanced 
players. 
 

Dual Northwest and US Chess 
Rated.  US Chess membership 
required.  Clocks and notation 
required – Please bring a digital 
clock if you have one, a limited 
number will be available to borrow. 
 

RESERVE SECTIONS: 
Kindergarten, K-2 U800, 
K-5 U900, K-12 U1200: 
 

A 5-round G/30 Swiss.  For novice to 
intermediate players.  Northwest 
rated only.  US Chess membership 
not required.  No clocks used from 
the start, but a 10-minute clock will 
be placed into the game after 40 
minutes. 
 

SCHEDULE: 
Rounds: 9:15am, 10:45am, lunch, 
12:30pm, 1:45pm, 3:00pm.  Awards 
presentation ~ 4:30pm. 
 

WA State Elementary 
Qualifier! 

ELIGIBILITY:  
Open to all students registered in 
grades K-12.  Out-of-state players 
welcome!  
  

ENTRY FEE:  
$45 by Feb. 13th, $55 after.  Room for 

200 players. 
 

AWARDS:  
Section Prizes:  Amazon Gift Cards 
awarded in each section: 
1st $80, 2nd $70, 3rd $60, 4th $50, 5th 

$40 
 

Team Prizes:  Trophies awarded to 
the top 5 finishing teams (top 4 scores 
from same school comprise team 
score) across all sections. 
 

Special Prizes (per section):  Medals 
for first-time players, best female 
player (by TPR), and biggest upset. 
 

RATING: 
Highest of February supplement US 
Chess Regular/US Chess Online, or 
current NWSRS rating used to 

determine section and pairings. 

  

THE DETAILS 

Health/Safety Protocols: All 
players and spectators are 
required to sign the WCF 
Health/Safety Protocols & Waiver 
of Liability form prior to the start 
of the tournament. 

100% pre-registered, no on-site 
entries or payments.  Entry + 
payment deadline Sun. Feb. 
19th @ 5:00pm.  Unpaid players 
by the deadline will be withdrawn 
from the tournament. 

This event is a qualifier for the 
WA State Elementary 
Championship on April 29 in 
Tacoma.  Players scoring 3.0+ 
points will qualify for State. 

Online Registration:  
NWchess.com/OnlineRegistration/  
Pay by Credit/Debit/PayPal.  

Pizza lunch and other concessions 
will be available for purchase on 
site. 

Questions? 

Contact Rekha Sagar, WCF 
Scholastic Director at 
425.496.9160 or 
rekha4chess@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYe9O39aHziuCD4mv_DmhYgYgGresIyiaslCAwduaf2mKH9w/viewform
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:rekha4chess%40gmail.com?subject=


QUALIFIER TOURNAMENT 
 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 
Chinook Middle School 
2001 98th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 98004 
 
 

CLASSICAL SECTIONS: 
K-5 Open (Rockefeller Qualifier) 
6-8 Open (Barber Qualifier) 
A 4-round G/75; +5 Swiss.  Longer 
time control for Intermediate to 
Advanced players.  Dual NWSRS 
and US Chess Rated; US Chess 
membership required.  Rounds: 
9am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm. 
Awards ceremony ~ 9:45pm. 
 

RAPID SECTIONS: 
K-1 U800, 2-3 U800, K-3 Open, 
4-8 U900, 4-12 Open:  A 5-round 
G/25; +5 Swiss.  Shorter time 
control for players of all levels.  
Rounds: 9am, 10:15am, 11:30am, 
lunch, 1:00pm, 2:15pm.  Awards 
ceremony ~ 3:30pm. 
 

ALL SECTIONS: 
NWSRS Rated.  Open sections are 
also US Chess Rated, which 
requires clocks, notation, and US 
Chess membership.  All 
equipment is provided.  The 
U800 and U900 sections don’t 
require clocks or notation, but a 
clock set for 10 minutes will be 
placed in the game after 40 
minutes of play. 
 

WA State Elementary 
Qualifier! 

ELIGIBILITY:  
Open to all students in grades K-
12 as of the 2022-23 school year.  
Out-of-state players welcome! 
  

ENTRY FEE:  
$45 by March 18th, $55 after.  
Room for 200 players. 
 

AWARDS:  
Section Prizes:  Amazon Gift 
Cards awarded in each section: 

1st $90, 2nd $80, 3rd $70, 4th $60, 5th 
$50. 
Team Prizes:  Amazon Gift Cards 
awarded to the top 4 players from 
the top 5 finishing teams (top 4 
scores from same school comprise 

team score) across all sections: 1st 
$30, 2nd $25, 3rd $20, 4th $15, 5th 
$10. 
Special Prizes (per section):  
Medals for first-timers, best 
female player, and biggest upset. 

RATING: 
Highest of US Chess Regular 
March supplement, or current 
NWSRS rating used to determine 

section and pairings. 

  

THE DETAILS 
Health/Safety Protocols:  Face masks 
optional for players and spectators. If 
interested, please bring your own mask. 
 

Online Registration:  
NWchess.com/OnlineRegistration/  
Pay by Credit/Debit/PayPal. 

100% pre-registered, no on-site entries 
or payments.  Entry + payment 
deadline Fri., March 24th @ 5pm.  No 
registrations accepted or refunds offered 
after the deadline.  Unpaid players will be 
removed from the roster and waitlisted 
players will be offered a spot. 

Highest finishing WA State resident in the K-5 
Open and 6-8 Open section will earn a $750 
travel stipend (donated by the WCF) to 
become the WA State representative at the 
Rockefeller  (K-5) and Barber (6-8) 
Tournament of Champions, respectively, 
held concurrently with the US Open in early 
August.  A tie for first place in the 
Barber/Rockefeller Qualifier sections will be 
resolved later in the year by playoffs, to be 
played within two months from the end of 
the tournament. 

Questions? 

Contact Josh Sinanan, WCF President at 
206.769.3757 or 
WashingtonChessFederation@gmail.com 

https://www.wachess.com/
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:washingtonchessfederation%40gmail.com?subject=
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Robert “Bob” Bishop
1953—2022

David and Ellen Baumann

Longtime chess coach, volunteer, and friend Robert (Bob) Bishop passed away suddenly on Christmas morning, December 
25th, 2022. Bob was born on September 30, 1953. 

Bob taught math and led chess clubs at Cynthia Mann Elementary in Boise, and later at North Star Charter School 
in Eagle. After he retired from teaching, he coached multiple chess clubs in the Boise area. Bob helped with ICA (Idaho 

Chess Association) and WISCL (Western Idaho Scholastic Chess League) scholastic chess tournaments, often in the role of emcee. 
Students still recall the Chess Extravaganza that Bob and former Girl’s State champ Erica Barkell held in 2016.

In addition to teaching and chess, Bob was a motivational speaker and magician—known internationally as “Mr. X—America’s 
Math Magician.” He touched so many lives by mentoring and educating others. His infectious enthusiasm will be missed by both 
students and adults.

Bob Bishop’s hat and Bob Bishop at the 2016 Idaho Scholastic Championship. Photo credit: Jeffrey Roland.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k9IboSpuI7Ue46DMXbmg6ppnC57FYrdd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mDtqBd0_PF3ENpGCAKgOjLZonQWbdGlH/view?usp=sharing


Page 16                                                             February 2023                                                     Northwest Chess  

Chess, Art 
And The 
Power Of 

Community
By Gabriela Osias

Chess found me at a pivotal 
moment in my life. I was nearing 
the end of a decade devoted to 
a career in architecture. As a 

naturally curious and creative person, the 
passion and dedication to the profession 
came easily. I followed the ascribed 
path, through long hours and high stress, 
without much question. But during that 
last year at the firm in 2021, 
in the throes of a pandemic, 
while attempting to manage 
my first project, I could feel my 
creativity and focus slipping. I 
was burning out.

A few months later, I 
made a new friend, Gideon. 
He told me about a chess club 
that met at bars during the 
week. Never having had much 
of a night life, it sparked my 
curiosity and I decided to stop 
by after work. Besides a basic 
understanding of the moves 
(my dad introduced my brother 
and me as kids), I had no sense 
of tactics or strategy—but was 
eager to try something new, 
and, perhaps subconsciously, 
find an escape.

I remember walking into 
the bar and the organizer, 
Finn, greeted me right off the 
bat, as if he was expecting 
me. I thought to myself, cool, 
ice broken—that was easy. A 
few minutes later another guy 
walked in, it was his first time 
too—his name was Dustin and 
we started playing.

After several months of regular play, 
I began to notice the inherent creativity 
of the game. This ever-changing 
compositional grid—informed by a 
continuous stream of input and output, 
action and reaction—mirroring the quiet 
dialogue between painter and canvas or the 
energy amongst musicians improvising. A 

creative process of intuition and skill until 
the final piece evolves into something 
else entirely, something neither player 
could have foreseen—to me, that is the 
art of chess.

This discovery, as well as befriending 
other creatives at the club, like Caitlin 
(graphic designer) and Karli (musician/ 
UX designer), helped reinforce chess 
as a creative outlet. Seeing their artistic 
contributions through flyers, T-shirts, 
and the website, inspired me to offer 
my own skills to the collective. My first 
project was an LED installation I built at 
the woodshop I now work for. Creating 
drawings, programming the CNC, testing 
materials and assembly methods—took 
me back to my days of architecture 
studio. This glowing pawn, now stationed 
at Black Cat Bar, serves as an inviting 
beacon for passers-by. And recently, I’ve 

been working on a series of mixed media 
posters to celebrate each club location.

Once I started selling art, the idea to 
fundraise with it developed in sync with 
my restored motivation. I started viewing 
this gift of inspiration as an opportunity 
to pay it forward. Since art at its core is a 

way to connect with each other, using it as 
a tool for philanthropy—a way to support 
each other—just made sense.

Fast forward a year later and these 
folks (plus many others) are now close 
friends of mine. They’ve coached me, 
laughed with me, and always encouraged 
me. Each time I walk into the club I’m 
met with the same warmth and kindness 
as I was that first time. That sense of 
belonging and knowing that there are 
people rooting for you is invaluable and 
has allowed me to find my creative spirit 
again. And I never could have guessed 
that joining a chess club would help me 
get here.

The crux of our personal struggles is 
that they often center around ourselves. 
But as I emerge from the low and find my 
footing, I can feel my perspective expand. 
The realities of others can now come 

into view. My experience of 
sadness, of feeling lost, of 
failure—is now less focused 
on me, but rather, the shared 
human experience of it all. 
And while I cannot claim to 
be beyond those feelings, 
they sit with me differently. 
That difference might be 
imperceptible to most, but 
it’s been a significant shift for 
me—a sort of ‘redistribution’ 
of the weight of the world.

These gifts of creativity, 
friendship, and personal 
growth through chess have 
inspired me to try to share it 
with those who need it the 
most. Through this initiative, 
I hope to offer something 
beyond the basic necessities, 
but equally important to the 
mind and spirit. Along with 
donating chess equipment, my 
friends and I hosted our first 
volunteer event at a shelter 
in Shoreline to help them 
establish their own chess club.

None of us can brave 
the elements of life on our 
own—especially those who 
have been marginalized by 

society or circumstance. I am hopeful 
that by incorporating chess into our social 
services, it will encourage meaningful 
connections and build self-confidence so 
that we may all find our center again.

Community is our port in the storm. 
Chess club is my community.

Gabriela Osias displays her art. Photo courtesy of Gabriela Osias.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aANwLk4eIEBz8HoxRpCYKDnNgRphFPh5/view?usp=sharing
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A final error, allowing the trade of 
knights, which leads to a simple win by 
Black. 49.Nb3! Ne4 50.Ka3 Kd6 51.Ka4 
Nc3+ 52.Ka3 a4 53.Kb2 Ne4 54.Ka3 
axb3 55.axb3 Kc5 56.b4+ Nxb4 57.Kb2 
Kd4–+. Although this is winning for 
Black, doing it within the 50–move rule 
may be difficult in practice.
49... Ne4+ 50.Nxe4 Kxe4 51.a3 a4 52.c5 
Kd5! 53.Kd3 Kxc5 54.Kc3 Nd4 55.Kb2 
Kc4 56.Ka2 Kc3 57.Ka1 Kb3 58.Kb1 
Kxa3
In retrospect, this complicated game 
showcased fascinating middlegame and 
endgame ideas.
0–1

Paul Lazarte (1873) –
Erik Liu (1800) [B90]

WA Class Championship (Class X)
Redmond, WA (R5), November 27, 2022

[Paul Lazarte]
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 a6 6.Bd3 e5 7.Nf3 b5
We started with Sicilian Defense, Najdorf 
Variation. I thought we were competing 

APRIL 14-16, 2023 
 

Site: Orlov Chess Academy: 4174 148th Ave NE Bld. 
I, Ste. M, Redmond, WA 98052. 
 

Format: A 5-Round, G/90; +30 Swiss.  Open to 
Seniors age 50+ (or reaching age 50 by or before 
August 1, 2023). Playoff round if needed to break 
tie for 1st place will be resolved later in the year by 
a G/90 playoff game. 
 

Entry Fee: $50 by 4/7, $60 after.  Free entry for 
GMs, IMs, WGMs, or US Chess 2400+. 
 

Rounds: Fri: 6:30 PM. Sat: 10 AM, 3 PM. Sun: 10 AM, 
3 PM. 
 

Prize Fund: $500 (based on 20 paid entries). 
1st - $150, 2nd - $125 
1st U2000/U1700/U1400 - $75 
 

Info/Entries:  Josh Sinanan, WCF 
President 

Phone: 206-769-3757 
Email: 
WashingtonChessFederation@gmail.com 
 

Registration: Online at 
nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration.  
Registration deadline Thu. 4/13 @ 
5pm.  No payments accepted or 
refunds offered after the deadline. 
 

Byes: Two half‐point byes available.  If 
interested, request before end of 
round 2. 
 

Memberships: Current US Chess and 
WCF membership required, other 
states accepted.  Membership must be 
paid at time of registration. 
 

Rating: US Chess Rated.  April 2023 US 
Chess Regular supplement will be 
used to determine pairings and prizes. 
 

Health/Safety Protocols: Face masks 
optional for players and spectators. If 
interested, please bring your own 
mask. 
 
 
 

Highest finishing Washington resident receives the title of Washington State Senior Champion, a 
seed into the Invitational Section of the 2024 Washington State Championship, and a $750 
travel stipend from the WCF to attend the 2023 National Tournament of Senior State 
Champions, which is held concurrently with the U.S. Open in early August. 
 

for the center squares until he moved ... b5. 
I believed there was a plan for ... Bb7 and 
... b4 to pressure e4.
8.Bg5 Nbd7 9.Qd2 Bb7
I moved the queen up in case of queenside 
castling and to continue the attack on the 
kingside.
10.a3 Be7 11.Nh4 g6 12.0-0 h6 13.Be3 
Ng4 14.Nf3 Nxe3 15.Qxe3 Nf6
I would say Black did a great job in 
neutralizing the kingside attack.
16.Rad1 Qc8 17.h3 Nh5 18.Ne2 g5
The table had turned. Black is now 
attacking my kingside.
19.Ng3 Nxg3
I thought that 19... Nf4 was a better move, 
but I was lucky Black took the knight on 
g3, although I ended up with doubled 
pawns.
20.fxg3 d5
This was a tricky move. Black’s plan was 
to skewer my queen with ...Bc5+.
21.Qe2 Qc5+ 22.Kh1 d4 23.Rc1 f6
I thought 23... f6 weakened the king’s 

defenses. I would have castled.
24.c3
After this move, I knew that I now had the 
advantage. ... dxc3 will put his queen in a 
bad position. ... Rc8 will weaken his pawn 
structure and expose the queenside.
24... dxc3 25.Rxc3 Qd6 26.Rd1

Position after 26.Rd1
A big decision had to be made here. If 
26... Qe6, I planned to advance rook to c7 
or Bxb5+ taking two pawns with plans to 
regain bishop at b7. If 26... Qb8, I planned 
to take on b5.
26... Qb6 27.Nxe5
1–0

https://new.uschess.org/irwin
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:WashingtonChessFederation%40gmail.com?subject=


Co-hosted by Western WA University & WA Chess Federation 

Questions – Josh Sinanan, WCF President, 206-769-3757, washingtonchessfederation@gmail.com 

 

BBeelllliinngghhaamm  OOppeenn  
 

April 22, 2023 
 
 

Western WA University – Viking Union Building: Multipurpose Room 

516 High Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Highest finishing WA resident in the Open Section seeded into the 2024 WA 
State Championship – Premier section. 
 

Format:  A 5-round Swiss tournament in two sections: Open and Reserve U1700. 
 

Entry fee: $35 by 4/15, $40 after.  $20 play-up fee if rated under 1700 and playing in Open section.  Free 
entry for Western students.  Maximum of 100 players, please register early to reserve your spot! 
 

Schedule: Registration & Check-in: 9-9:45am.  Rounds (5): 10am, 11:30am, 1:30pm, 3:00pm, 4:30pm.  
Closing Ceremony ~ 6pm or asap. 
 

Time Control: G/30; +10 sec. increment per move starting from move 1. 
 

Rating:  NWSRS Rated.  Open section also US Chess Rated.  Higher of current NWSRS or April 2023 US 
Chess Regular Rating will be used to determine section, pairings, and prizes. 
 

Memberships: US Chess membership required for Open section; no memberships required for Reserve 
section. 
 

Prize Fund: $1,200 (based on 60 paid entries) 
 

Open: 1st $200 2nd $130 3rd $100, 1st U2000/U1800: $50 
 

Reserve U1700: 1st $120 2nd $100 3rd $80, 1st U1600/U1400/U1200/U1000: $50, 1st Unrated: $50 
 

Special Prizes (per section): Best Upset: $25, Best Female Player (by TPR): $25, Best Dressed: $10. 
 

Byes: Up to 2 half-point byes available if requested before the end of round 2. 
 

Registration: Online at nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration.  Online registration + payment deadline: 
Fri, April 21 @ 5pm. Unpaid players will be removed from the roster after the deadline, and players 
from the Waitlist will be offered a spot.  At-site registration: 9-9:45am. On-site payment available by 
cash, check made out to “WCF”, or Venmo (@WAChess). 
 

Health/Safety Protocols:  Face masks optional for players and spectators. If interested, please bring 
your own mask. 

https://www.wachess.com/
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:washingtonchessfederation%40gmail.com?subject=
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Address
7212 Woodlawn Ave NE

Seattle WA 98115
Info

www.seattlechess.club
Addresses for Entries

SCC Tnmt Dir
2420 S 137 St

Seattle WA 98168
—or—

www.seattlechess.club










Seattle
 

Chess
 Club 

Tourn
amen

ts

February 4 Saturday Quads
Format: 3-RR, 4-plyr sec. by rtg. TC: G/100;+10. EF: 
$9(+$7 fee for non-SCC). Prizes: Free quad entry. Reg: 
9-9:45 a.m. Rds: 10:00-2:15-6:30. Misc: US Chess, WCF; 
OSA. NS, NC.

February 26 SCC G/20 Hexes
Format: 5-RR in 6- or 5-player sections.  TC: G/20;+8. 
EF: $12 (+$6 fee for non-SCC). Prize Fund: $$54 b/6. 
Prizes: $36-18. Reg: 12-12:45 p.m. Time Frame: 1 to 
~6:30 p.m. Byes: 0. Misc: US Chess. NS, NC.

March 4 Saturday Quads
Format: 3-RR, 4-plyr sec. by rtg. TC: G/100;+10. EF: 
$9(+$7 fee for non-SCC). Prizes: Free quad entry. Reg: 
9-9:45 a.m. Rds: 10:00-2:15-6:30. Misc: US Chess, WCF; 
OSA. NS, NC.

March 5 SCC Novice
Format: 4-SS. Open to U1200 and UNR. TC: G/60;+15. 
EF: $20 (-$2 SCC members). Prizes: SCC membership(s). 
Reg: 9-9:45a.m. Rds: 10-12:45-3:30-6. Byes: 1 (Rd 3/4–
commit at reg.). Misc: US Chess memb. req’d. NS, NC.

March 12 Sunday Tornado
Format: 4-SS. TC: G/50;+10. EF: $18 (+$7 fee for non-
SCC). Prizes: 1st 35%, 2nd 27%, Bottom Half 1st 22%, 
2nd 16% ($10 per EF to prize fund). Reg: 10:30-11:15 
a.m. Rds: 11:30-1:50-4:10-6:30. Byes: 1 (Rd 3/4–commit 
at reg.). Misc: US Chess, WCF; OSA. NS, NC.

SCC Fridays
One US Chess-rated round per night (free to SCC 

members, $5 per night for others) normally played at a 
rate of 40/90 followed by 30/60. Drop in for any round!

Cabin Fever: 2/3, 10, 17, 24.
March Winds (Close Ratings): 3/3, 10, 17, 24.
Fifth Friday G/15 (4 or 5 rds.): 3/31.
April Showers: 4/7, 14, 21, 28.

Seattle Spring Open
March 18-19, 2023 

A five-round Swiss with a time control of G/100 with a 15-increment. The prize fund of $500 is based 
on 24 paid entries, 3 per prize group.

 First $150 Second $100 U1900 $70
 U1700 $60 U1500 $50 U1300 $40
   Unrated $30

Entry Fees: $40 if rec’d by 3/13 ($28 SCC memb.), $52 at site ($38 SCC memb.). Unrated–Free with 
purchase of 1-yr US Chess & 1-yr WCF.
Registration: Sat. 9-9:45am. Rounds:  Sat. 10-2:30-7, Sun. 11-3:30.
Byes: 2 (Sunday rounds, commit at registration). Miscellaneous: US Chess & WCF membership req’d. 
No smoking. 

https://seattlechess.club/
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The 2022 Ignacio Perez Memorial
Northwest Chess Grand Prix (Final Report)

Murlin Varner, retired bean counter

I write this column with great 
anticipation and great regret. The 
Grand Prix has been a feature of 
Northwest Chess for over 25 years, 

the last 20 under my direction. Through 
most of that time we had the participation 
of two states, Washington and Oregon, 
then three with the addition of Idaho. 
Over the last few years, we’ve had to drop 
back to two states with the withdrawal of 
Oregon, and even just one state when 
Idaho declined to participate. This year, 
we were able to renew the Idaho contest, 
but only with partial participation. Now, 
after twenty years, I need to hang up 
my spreadsheet and focus on my new 
adventure, running a used bookstore in 
Olympia.

Three very large events near the end 
of the year have jumbled the standings 
significantly. Many leaders from the 
standings published in the December 
magazine are no longer in those 
leading roles. The Washington Class 
Championships at the end of November 
had 125 participants and a multiplier of 
5x. Then two events the weekend before 
Christmas mixed things up even more, 
with the Washington Winter Classic 
having 46 players and a 2x multiplier and 
the MexInsurance FIDE Open in Boise 
hosting 50 players and a massive 6x 
multiplier. Notable in that latter event was 
the fact that it lured one of Idaho’s few 
Masters, Jeff Gamble, out of a retirement 
of over 30 years.

Prizes will be issued in the near future, 
once all the GP fees are collected. In the 
Washington and “Other” categories, there 
will be 13 prizes awarded, with first and 
second in Master, Expert, A, B, C, and D 
and below, plus an additional prize for the 
first overall (Emerson Wong-Godfrey in 
Washington, Arnold Yang of Oregon in 
the “others”). In Idaho, the Master and 
Expert categories are combined for a total 
of 11 prizes, with George Lundy taking 
the top honors. Remarkably for a pair of 
states in the far-left corner of the country, 
the top 15 in the “Other” group hail from 

ten different states.
Well, I won’t be around nagging 

you to play more, but don’t let that stop 
you. Our organizers rely upon the faithful 
players to keep things going and growing. 

Don’t let me down. And if you are in 
Olympia, come visit me at my store, 
Turtleman Used Books.

Data below current through 
December 31.

last first pts. last first pts last first state pts.

1 Pupols Viktors 106.5 1 Gamble Jeff S 30.0 1 Posthuma Joshua MI 45.0
2 Haining Kyle 45.0 2 Jimenez Feidel C MA 42.0
3 Ready John L 42.5 2 Krienke Makaio FL 42.0
4 Sang Tian 39.0 4 Kretchtov Alexandre CA 39.0
5 35.0 4 Smith Bryan G PA 39.0

1 Gottumukkala Ananth S 83.0 1 Cambareri Michael E 39.5 1 Hon Eric UT 48.0
2 Min Ryan 76.0 2 Parsons Larry R 35.5 2 Joelson Daniel WY 39.0
3 Liu Austin 72.0 3 Cohen Lawrence S IL 33.0
4 Jiang Brandon 69.5 4 Sripada Havish OR 32.5
5 Gavrish Leonid 58.5 5 Tang Austin OR 30.5

1 Wang Ted 104.0 1 Kircher Caleb 68.0 1 Cole Christopher NV 36.0
2 Razmov Valentin N 96.5 2 Kodihalli Kaustubh 39.0 2 Chen Kevin E OR 33.0
3 Lee Brian 94.0 3 Wei James 36.0 3 Caluza Severo MT 22.5
4 Tessiore Luca G 71.0 4 Price Josh J 33.0 4 Merwin Steven E MT 18.0
5 Kona Vidip K 65.0 5 Erickson Kenneth 18.0 5 15.0

1 Li Edward S 106.0 1 Barrett Evan 44.5 1 Yang Arnold T OR 60.0
2 Olson Travis 103.5 2 Hamilton Brett B 39.0 2 Ravid Orren NJ 40.0
3 Lin Michael 86.0 3 Brooks James P 30.0 3 Danduprolu Ridhi V AZ 30.0
4 Xu Owen 72.5 3 Presutti Michael J 30.0 4 Lykins Pace OR 22.5
5 Zhu Jamie Z 72.0 5 Machin Alex J 27.0 5 Rankin Andrew J MT 16.5

1 Wong-Godfrey Emerson P 121.0 1 Lundy George 91.5 1 Sripada Anisha OR 39.0
2 Li Emma S 91.5 2 Semancik Zackary T 46.5 2 Lim Hayul OR 25.0
3 Merriman Dann H 90.0 3 Longhurst Corey K 40.5 3 Morehouse Ethan OR 22.5
4 Razmov Gabriel 87.5 4 Lange Brian S 33.5 4 Vasey Daniel OR 16.5
5 Ramkumar Nikhil 86.0 5 30.0 5 Driscoll Jesse MT 15.0

1 Xu Zoe Y 106.0 1 Widdifield Tristen A 47.5 1 Yang Arthur T OR 45.0
2 Burchall Laurion 105.5 2 Nosarev Liam 36.5 2 Deshusses Simon M MO 39.0
3 Singh Balbir 99.5 3 Reisig Thomas C 36.0 3 Long Phil OR 35.0
4 Vijeyanandh Vishnu 90.5 4 Jablonski Chase 35.0 4 Hack Don CAN 27.5
5 89.5 5 Nosarev Dimitri 34.5 5 Kodarapu Neev OR 25.0

1 Wong-Godfrey Emerson P 121.0 1 Lundy George 91.5 1 Yang Arnold T OR 60.0
2 Pupols Viktors 106.5 2 Kircher Caleb 68.0 2 Hon Eric UT 48.0
3 Li Edward S 106.0 3 Widdifield Tristen A 47.5 3 Posthuma Joshua MI 45.0
3 Xu Zoe Y 106.0 4 Semancik Zackary T 46.5 3 Yang Arthur T OR 45.0
5 Burchall Laurion 105.5 5 Barrett Evan 44.5 5 Jimenez Feidel C MA 42.0
6 Wang Ted 104.0 6 Longhurst Corey K 40.5 5 Krienke Makaio FL 42.0
7 Olson Travis 103.5 7 Cambareri Michael E 39.5 7 Ravid Orren NJ 40.0
8 Singh Balbir 99.5 8 Hamilton Brett B 39.0 8 Deshusses Simon M MO 39.0
9 Razmov Valentin N 96.5 8 Kodihalli Kaustubh 39.0 9 Joelson Daniel WY 39.0

10 Lee Brian 94.0 10 Nosarev Liam 36.5 9 Kretchtov Alexandre CA 39.0
11 Li Emma S 91.5 11 Reisig Thomas C 36.0 9 Smith Bryan G PA 39.0
12 Vijeyanandh Vishnu 90.5 11 Wei James 36.0 12 Sripada Anisha OR 39.0
13 Merriman Dann H 90.0 13 Parsons Larry R 35.5 13 Cole Christopher UT 36.0
14 Han Shuyi 89.5 14 Jablonski Chase 35.0 14 Long Phil OR 35.0
15 Razmov Gabriel 87.5 15 Nosarev Dimitri 34.5 15 Chen Kevin E NJ 33.0

Class D and below Class D and below Class D and below

Experts Experts Experts

Class A Class A Class A

Washington Idaho Other Places

Masters

Overall standings

Class B Class B Class B

Class C Class C Class C

Two tied at

Three tied at

Two tied at

Two tied at

Masters Masters



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t6ik9-duPjRPUwJI435Wp80kZEU4Uahq/view?usp=sharing



