Dear Washington Chess Players,

On behalf of the Washington Chess Federation, you are cordially invited to play in the 2010 WA State Championship, set to take place February 6-7 and 13-15 at the Seattle Chess Club.

We are planning to have 3 sections again this year, the fields of which will be determined by seeding and by the highest rated players to respond to this invitation.  The following players are seeded in to the Championship,  Premier, and Invitational:

Championship

FM Michael Lee 2412 (Championship runner up)
NM Joshua Sinanan 2259 (HFWR in WA Open)
NM Howard Chen 2243 (Challenger's Cup winner)
LM Viktors Pupols 2221 (Premier winner)
Michael Omori 1957 (Junior Closed winner)

avg. rating:
Prize Fund: $1500

Premier

Kerry Xing 2131 (Premier runner up)
Peter Watts 1935 (Invitational Winner) 
Vishnu Warrier 1916 (WA Junior Open winner)

avg. rating:
Prize Fund: $1000

Invitational

Michael Wang 2014 (Invitational runner up)
Kate Tokareva 1628 (Women's Champion)

avg. rating:
Prize Fund: $500

Brilliancy Prizes: $300 ($100 for best game in each section)
Prize distribution (each section): 1st 45%, 2nd 25%, 3rd 15%, 4th 10%, 5th 5%
Schedule/Location: 
Rounds 1-8: Feb. 6, 7, 13, 14 at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM.
Round 9: Feb. 15 (President's Day) at 5:00 PM.
Site: Seattle Chess Club, 2150 N 107 St. Seattle, WA 98133.
Updates: 
· Fred Kleist will be the TD for all three sections, of which the Championship and Premier will be FIDE rated. (All sections will be USCF rated.) 

· The initial prize funds for the Championship and Premier are guaranteed by the WCF, and will be increased based on donations. 

· Due to limited internet accessibility, we do not plan to broadcast the games live this year.
The time control will be 40/2, SD/1 with a 5-second delay.  The winner of the championship section receives the title of Washington State Champion.  

We we be using the online registration system in place on the NW Chess website.  To accept this invitation please register at http://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/ by Sunday, January 31.

