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.vou, the reader. ofyour responsibility to
contribute articles, games, or pictures,
etc.

Speaking of contributions to the
magazine, Ralph Dubisch willbe guest
editor forthe Sept. issue, because Carol
and I will be going to Europe right after
the Seafair and returningjust before the
Seattle Fall Open.

Have a wonderful summer, all!

Best S' ishes.

t4r*^;ell K, l&;4f
Thanks to C. Kleist for proofreadrng
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Washington Chess Lett
50 Years Ago, 50 Years Ago

by Russell Miller

August 1948
For $r.oo per year you could subscribe

to the Washington Chess Letter edited by
Lawrence Taro of Everett. The August issue
consisted of nine pages with the back page left
blank. The site of the r94B Chess Interna-
tional (WAvs BC match) was to be the Pavil-
ion at Stanley Park in Vancouver, BC, on Au-
gust Bth. There were 89 boards at the rg47
match. The Everett CC won a match with the
Whidby Island CC +.S-9.S. Olaf LIlvestad was
reported to have won a rapid transit tourna-
ment held at the Marshall CC in New York.
Part II of "Fundamental Chess Strategy and
Tactics" by Richard Allen appeared.
Lawrence Taro was the top rated player on
the postal chess list.

August  1958
The Wasftington Chess Letter stafffor

August r95B was composed of Seattlites Dan
Wade (editor), Fred Weaver (publisher) and
R. R. Merk (circulation). Dr. Griff i th H.
Parker of Spokane was president of the Wash-
ington Chess Federation.

Walt Conner won a speed event at the
Seattle Chess Club with a 6-0 score. The Se-
attle Seafair is set for August 2-3 ̂ t the Se-
attleYMCAunderthe direction of Al Livings-
ton of Olympia. Jim McCormick and Viktors
Pupols were winners of the 1957 event.
Conner did a junior simul at the Seattle CC
and scored ro-4, playing each junior twice.
Robert Karch also did a junior simul, scoring
g-2. Max Bader won the 1958 Seattle CC
Championship. Fred Weaver wrote an article
"Chess Club in Distress" about problems of
the Seattle Chess Club. There was only $r7.oo
in the treasury on July r8 and $4o.oo rent
due in two weeks. Only 39 paid-up members
on the lists and the president had moved from
Seattle and resigned. Fred Howard took over
the slot. David Erickson won the 6th North
East Seattle Invitational.

The r5th Annual International Match
Washington vs BC was set for Sunday, Au-
gust 10, in Mount Vernon. ln rg;7, BC won
the match zz-8. Charles Hewitt of Tacoma
won the r95B Pierce County Championship.
The Tacoma Open was to be held Aug zg-24
at the Oakland Field House in Tacoma.

Continued on page 8
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Games from Recent Events
T acoma CitA Championship

-
French Steinitz

David Wight (1258)
Drayton Harrison (1765)

Tacona, City Championship 2008
Annotations by David Wight & Rr.ex,"l
t.o+ OrO 2.hc3 d5 3.e4

I was hoping Drayton would play 3...
dxe44.t3 exf3 5.Axf3 with a Blackmar-
DiemerGambit. But Dray'ton would not
have any ofthat.

3,. .eG 4.es 4ft7 s.hrg Aez o.9og
o-o7.o-o

7.h4f5 8.exf6 AxtO g.Aeg

7...c5 B.dxcS Oc6 9.At+ 6xcS 10.a3 f6

1 0...f5 1 1 .exf6 gxf6 r Z.Ag3WOO
1 1.8e1 fxe5 12.Axe5 6xe5 t3.hxe5
Axd3

13...9.d6

14.Wxd3

14.cxd3

14...9.d7

1 4...Wb6 I 5. Ee2 gd6 i 6.6a4Wc7
17.Eae1

15.9ffi trf6 1-O

a pawn up with a befter position, but

National Open

English Opening
GM Darwin Laylo (2478)
Joshua Sinanan (2154)

Las Vegas,Iti'ational Open (l) 2008
Annotations by Joshua Sinanan.f .c4 e5 2.hc3 6r0 S.gS A-o+ +.A-sz
O-O 5.e4

M y  G M  o p p o n e n t  c h o o s e s  t h e
Botvinnik system, known for its solid and
controlled approach. To create chances
of my own, I opt for a reverse Ruy Lopez
set-up.

5 . , .HeB 6 .6ge2c6 7 .O-O d6

7.. .a6 8.d4d6 9.a3 -€"a5 10.b4 Ac7
1 1.h3 AbdT 12.9$ b5 i3.cxb5 axbs
was eventually drawn in lvkov-Addison,
Caracas 1970.

B.d3 abdT 9.h3 a6 10..e.e3 b5 1 1 .g4
gcs 12.Wd2

A major alternative for White is t 2.
d4 exd4 1 3.hxd4 Axd4 i 4.Wxd4 6e5t.
12.. .4xe3 13.Wxe3

€
l l

A
A

(,
5-

3.gE
AI

l l  a
l l

A A
A I :

aag
A AA

rr

I

A
H

I wrote down on my scoresheet .|6.
Oxd5.  expect ing 16. . .exd5 i7 .Wxd7
WxdT 18.hxd7 Erz r g.Aes Efs 20.ca,
but, before I could make my move,
Drayton got up, put his jacket on, resigned
and left the club. This took me by com-
plete surprise. The highest rated player
that night at the Tacoma Chess Club was
Paul Bartron and even he was perplexed
why Black resigned. I would have been
4

2

'I

a b c d e l o h

13. . .9b6

13 . . . b4  14 .Q)a4 i  9a5  1S .b3  h6
with controlof the dark squares is better.
14 .Wd2  6 rg  r5 .6s3  6s6  16 .hce2
3.oz

16...ah4!? is an interesting possibi l-
ity that I rejected, because I uas more
concerned with connectins mr.Rooks and
playing in the center.
17.s5 6ot  tB.af5 Wc7 .19.h4 Ae7
20,6e93 6te zt.f4 0eg6

21 ...6e6 22.Axe7+ Wxe T 23.t5+
22.txel dxe5=

White's powerfully placed Knights
are nicely compensated by his
weak d-pawn and mv grip on the
fil-square.

23.Wc3 6e6 24.c5 EadB

Preparing to sacrifice the Ex-
change on d6. 24...a5, prevent-
ing White's next move, may have
been more prudent.

25.b4 troz 26.4h5 Woa
27.Had1

3,
l l

IA
A

gA
A6
{ J J l -

P Ce'

gE&
E l l l
{\a
raaa
AA

a b c d e t g h

27...6xh4
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a b c d e t g h
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Initiating a tactical sequence after
which both Kings become more exposed.

28.Q)xh4x Wxg5 29.Axg7 6xg7

Alternat ively,  29.. .6Oq 30.9d2
Uxd2 31 . Exd2 €xg7 leads to a roughly
equal endgame.

30.Afs €:xrs+ 31.Exfs We3+ 32.€f 1

Up to now, I have kept pace with my
GMopponentand emerged with a slightly
favorable position. In the transition from
middlegame to endgame, however, Dar-
win shows his class and outplays me.

32,..H,de7?

The first mistake. 32...E'd4 block-
ading in the center is better.

33.trf3 goa g+.Wxd4 exd4

I could tell my opponent was relieved
to have swapped Queens. The resulting
endgame is easier to play for White with
his betterpiece mobility and pawn clamp
on the queenside.

3s.€tz $.ca

35. . .a5 .  w i th  counterp lay  on  the
queenside. is an improvement

36.trh1 ErA Sz.E,rO E,e6 38.e5 E,xes
39.ExcO .€.tS

39...8f5+ aO.*g1 EeB, activating
both Rooks, is better.
40. Ed6 Axd3 41 . Hxd4 €;c4 42.flg4+
gh8--

1

E

I
l l

.+1 A
H.5-

IA E
a3.

A

e t g h

a3 .Esha,Ee2+

43....Q.d3, holding the h-pawn, is the
last chance. I rejected this move, because
I saw no clear defense against 44.9b7
followed by pushing the c-pawn.

44.&t3 Exg2?

I had calculated 45,Exh7+ €gg
46. E hB+ € s7 47 .H1h7+ €s6 +8. trxfA
9d5+, winning for Black. When my op-

Northwest Chess

ponent immediately played the fol lowing
moves,I realized I had miscalculated and
immediately resigned.

4 5 . E x h 7 +  * g B  a 6 . H r r 8 +  & g 7  4 7 .
Htrrz+ €96 a3.€xg2 t-0

rTt

I his extremely short ( l3 moves!)
game took two-and-a-half hours to play.

-
OGD Slav

Matthew Robirtson (2009)
I)ereque Kelley (2066)

Las Vegas, NationalOpen (3) 2008
Annotations by Dereque Kelley
1.d4d5 2.c4c6 3.hc3 dxc44.a4eS

A sideline which (l believe) offers
Black a reasonable game

5.dxe5 Wxdl+ 6.€xd1 AeO Z.htg

White has already been gobblingtime,
but here I. too, spent a full 30 minutes
deciding on exactly how best to proceed.
White threatens both 695 and 6d+.

7...6a6!?

7.. .4d7 8.695 bxe5 9.6xe6 fxe6
10.Ataoo seemed too risky. After losing
the c4-pawn, he may very well face a
worse ending due to the e6-pawn.

B.g"f4

8.6s5 EoB+ (8. . .o-o-o+?t 9.&c2
and the Bishop cannot move, as f7 would
hang.) 9.*c2 Ac8!T was my strange
idea. Black can play . . .hG fol lowed by
.. .9e6. retaining a f ine posit ion. St i l l .
White needed to play in this fashion.

8 . . .O-O-O+9.€c1?

Af te r  9 . *c2 t?  ab4+ 10 .€c1T,
Black's Knight doesn't have the option
to play to c5, though Black is still better.

9 . . .6c5

'I

a b c d e f g h

Only here did White realize he can-
not play 1 0.4d2 because of 1 0.. .Exd2!
1 t .-*.xd2 6b3+ 1 2.Sb1 6xd2+ 1 3.€c2

6Og t+.tr01 AcS. Both sides have used
a full hour--on the first nine moves!

1 0 . € b 1 ?

10.€c2T

1 0 . . . 4 f f i  1 1 , E a 2  h 6 r

1 1 . . . $ . c 5 ?  1 2 . 6 q 5 !  w o u l d  g i v e
White hope.

12.h4 .Q"c5

White's position is completely losing.
He must give up the 2-pawn and live with
an extremely compromised position.

13 .e3?

@E
ll

I
6.r-

AI
AA
r*)€

A8
l l

I

A

.t.
A
U

6
'&

AA
AA
3"

a b c d e l g h

This natural move ends the game
abruptly. 13.9g3 would sufferthe same
fate, whi le 13.e4 fai ls to 13.. .4xf2.

1 3 . . . 8 d 1 + ! !  0 - 1

1 3 . . . 8 0 t +  1 4 . A x d 1  ( 1 4 . € c 2  E c 1
mate is why the e3-move is a problem.)
1 4.. .9f5+ 1 5.e4 Axe4+ 1 6.3.d3 Axd3
mate.

Sp okane City Championship
As I am the lowest rated player to

play in the Spokane City Championship
since its revival in 2001, my annotations
to the games might hold some entertain-
ment value for Northwest Chess readers.

FrenchAdvance
NM David Sprenkle (2251)
James Stripes (1738)

Spolilme, Ciry Championship (2) 2008
Annotations by James Stripes
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d53.e5 c5 4.c3 ac6 5.4f3
hno

MichaelAdams calls this move du-
bious in his annotations in Informant 69
to Adams-Lputian, Pula 1997 ( 1-0, 4 I ).
John Watson recommends it in his book
Dangerous Weapons : The French (2007).

6.dxcS

3.A E
rl l

A
A

,A

Aq)

AAAA
A H

& H

I
A

AI
T\
Q.L)

n
A

H .s .
E H

@E
ll
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White's idea to lure Black's dark-
squared Bishop to the queenside made its
first top-level appearance in Sveshnikov-
Bareev, Eur. Club (ch) 1991 (l-0, 41).

6 . . ,4xc5  7 .b4  g .b6  8 .b5  6e7 9 .4d3
bga 10 .O-OA96 11. -€ .xg6fxg6 12 .h3
6n0 tg.Axh6 gxh6 14.Wd2

1 4. abd2 [Gri schuk-Bareev, Cannes
2001 (0 -1 ,  ss ) l

1 4 . . . O - O

Not 14.. .95? Now. Black gets ac-
tivity for the pawn.

15.Wxh6 Aoz t0.Ao+

On 16.695 We7, the mate threat is
easily parried, and Black will gain a few
tempi driving the Knight and Queen back.

16 . . .4xd4

Giving up the Bishop pairto win back
the pawn seemed like a reasonable idea
against a player of Sprenkle's caliber.

17.cxd4 Axb5

Black's bad Bishop (the French
cleric) is outside the pawn chain, but has
few targets.

1B.Ec l  Wo6 tg .hc3  Ac4

19.. .€.c6 renders the piece a tal l
pawn.

20.We3 H,tS zt .Eabl Wa6 22.a4 Eaf8
23.f3 E5f7

The action shifts to the queenside.

24.4b5 Axbs 25.axbs Wb6 26.8c5 a6
27.9d3 traB

27...a51

2B.bxa6 WxaO 29.Wxa6 bxa6

29...ExaO 30.Bcb5 Ha2 31.ExbT
Hoz gz.H.xf7 €xf7 gg.Hoz+ €te
34.Exh7

30.trb6

30. . .Ee7

30. . .a5!  31.ExeG a4 32,Eec6 [32.
Ec2 a3 33.Ea2 Et+= (33. . .Ho2 g+.
€tzty1 32...aB 33.EcB+ Etg ga.Hxag
HxaB35.E,c1 a236.Eal &n 3z.nq=

31.8a5 €tz gZ.Eaxa6 Ec8

Black's practical chances seem bet-
ter in a double-Rook ending.

33.8c6 Eog g+.8a4Hb235.€h2 s5!

Prevents the King's penetration.

36. EcB Bozsz.*ss €s738. Eca8 €fl
39.88a7 h5 40.h4 gxh4+ 41.€xh4

2

1

+ r . . . H , * g 2  

b  c  d  e  I  s  h

41 ...Hxa7 | 42.flxa7 + &96 43. Ea4
Hxg2=; 41 ...  Exd4+ ?? is an interesting
tactic: 42.Hxd4 E xaT €.€xh5f .
42.flxe7 + &xe7 43.fl a7+ €tA a+. €xnS
Hs1

44...Hg7?? leads to an elementary
win for White, i.e., 45.Exg7 &xg7 46.
€ss.
45.'t4 Eg2 46.trd7 Eg1 47.f5+ exfS
aB.Exd5 €e749.Ed6 Hsa 50.d5 E g.1
51 . trf6 BO r SZ.O0+ €OZ SS.€g 6t454.
€n Eer 55.Hf5f3 56.€f6 f2s7.8rt2
EeS 58.€f5 Ee1 59.H.f4 He260.Ea4
Etz+ 6t.€e4 Eez+ 62.€f5 Etz+ 69.
Ht+ Hez 6+.Ea+ Et2+

I looked at my score sheet for evi-
dence oftriple occurrence ofposition and
did not find it, although it is there.

65.€e4 EeZ+ 00.€,f5 Ee 1 ?? 67. Ea7+
€ogoa.gf6Enr og.€eo Eh6+70.€d5 zs...os
Ent  z t .Ea8+€d772.e6  mate  

ce

Dutch Defense
James Stripes (173E)
NM David Sprenkle (2257)

Spoknne, City Championship (3) 2008
Annotations by James Stripes
1.d4 f5 2.6c3

Benjamin Raphael played this move
against Napoleon Marache at the First
American Chess Congress in 1857 and
so the variation bears his name.

2 . . .6TG 3 .4g5 d5  4 .e3

Game one continued 4.gxf6 exf6 5.
e3 Ae6 6.-€.ffi gd7 7.9rc 6cO B.a3 6e7
9.Ase2-e"7 10.6c1 ?! so r r.ab3 b6 12.
WezAno 13.Abi o-o 14.o-o Hteg ts.
c4 f4 'l 6.hc3 fxe3 1 7.fxe3 dxc4 1 B.9xc4
Axe3+ and I played on untilmove forty.

4.. .e6 s.-Q.og cs

Sprenkle called this move ambitious.

6.4f3 Ac6 7.O-O .€.e7 B.dxc5 9xc5
9.6a4 -Q.e7 10.c4

White normally plays 2.c4 against the
Dutch. In the Raphael variation, c2-c4
requires some preparation-if played at
all. In game one, I gave up severaltempi
preparing the move and my pieces lacked
coordination. This game reflects an im-
provement over my earlier effort.

10 . . .O-O 11.8c1 4e4 12 .9xe7 WxeT
13.Wb3 6a5 14.Wb5 6xc4 15.9xc4
dxc4 16 .Efd1?

16.Vxc4

16. . .We8 17.Wxe8 Exeg t8 .hd4

18.6e5 b5 19.f3 695 20.hc5=

18. . .g .d7  19 .6c3 e5  20 .Adb5

20.6xe4fxe421.De27

20.. .6xc3 21 .Axc3 Ac6 22.6d5 Eac8
23.&t1&fl zq.ts €e6 zs.6ua

3

2

1

EI
l l

. t . t
l l

ar ':
AA

AA

l l
.,

a o

25...g.bs!

26,Hd2 a5 27 .6xc6.Exc6 28. Ecd 1 c3

28...b429.8d5+

29.bxc3 Exc3 30.806+ €n 31.tr6d5
Exe3 32.Hxb5 a4

32. . .Ea3 33.8d7+ €tO a+.H00+

6

g

E
I

IA
A

E

&

A

I

A

€
EI

. l  I
tr la

A
AA

.,, :

E
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57th Annual Oregon Open
August 300 31 & September 1o 2008

6-Round Swiss: 2 sections, Open & Reserve (under 1800)
Time Control: 40 moves in 2 hours, then sudden death in t hour (a012; SD/l)
Registration: Saturday 9-10:30 am Rounds: Sat 1l & 5:30; Sun 9:30 & 5:30; Mon 9 &3
Location: Mt. Hood Community College, Vista Room; 26000 SE Stark, Gresham, Oregon

Check website: www.pdxchess.org for directions to playing site
Organizer: Portland Chess Club Byes: 2 Byes available, commit before Rd 3
Oregon Chess Federation Business Meeting: Sun 3:30 Open Section will be FIDE rated

$3,000 Guaranteed

$1500 in each Section

Increased at discretion of Organizer if more that 100 non-junior players

open:  l "  $550;  2"d $300;3 'd  $200 u2000:  I ' t  $200;  2"d $150;3 'd  $100

Reserve: 1" $370; 2'd $220;3'd $130 U1600, U1400, U1200 each $130-80-50

Unrated players limited to class prizes of $100 in Open, $60 in reserve

Steve Christopher Memorial Special Prize: $200 bonus for perfect score in Open Section

Entry: $60.00; $50.00 for Portland Chess Club members who register by August 28.
Juniors (under 19) may pay $ I 5.00 and compete for non-cash prizes in Reserve Section (no
Portland Chess Club discount)

Memberships: United States Chess Federation and Oregon or Washington Chess Federation

required (other states okay) o Ko.*on 6J(..7t eA.^" 9r^rra 0"n ",0-rt

Address

USCF ID #

Email

USCF Exp OCF/WCF Exp

Section

Rating

Bye Rds

Entries: Payable to Portland Chess Club; mail to Mike Morris, 2344 NE 27'h Ave., Portlan d, OR 97212

7Northwest Chess August 2008



tre6 35.tr0b7 Hxa236,Exg7 Ec6 37.
Hon+ €e6 38. He7+ €d539. Ed7+ Ed6
40.Exh7T

33.8a5 a3 34.Ee1 Hc3 35.* f2  €f6
36.8e3 Ec2+ 37.Ee2 Draw

Portland Summer Open
Yoshinaga and I led the Reserve Sec-

tion with three points apiece. I was hop-
ing to meet David over the board to
avenge my Ioss the previous summer.

King's Gambit Accepted
David Bannon (1764)
David Yoshinaga (1733)

Portland, Summer Open (4) 2008
Annotations by David Bannon
1.t4 e5 2.e4

Transposing to the King's Gambit.

2. . .ext4 3..€.ca

The Bishop's Gambit. Black equal-
izes with 3.. .4f6 4.hc3 c6 5. Ab3 d5.

3.. .4f6 4.Aca d6

This gives White the advantage.

5.4f3 3.e6 6.We2

6.4b3 -€.xb3 7.axb3 is another line.

6...cG 7.d4 Axc4 8.Wxc4 b5 Lgd3 ahs
10.Axb5 Ad7

Not 10.. .cxbS dueto 1 1.Wxb5+ and
12.Wxh5.

1 1 . 4 c 3  g 5

Threatening ...95-94.

12.94 dg7

12.. . fxg3 al lows the act ivat ion of
White's Bishop and 12...4hf6 drops the
g-pawn.

13.h4  Ae7

13.. . f0 weakens e6 and s6.

14.hxg5 -€.x95

.15.Ox95

White's first mistake. Black's Bishop
wasn't  going anywhere and White's
Knight was much stronger. To quote Nick
Raptis. "Don't trade! The Knight was
beautifulthere."

15 . . .Wxs5 16 .9 f3  6e6 17 .6e2 a fo
1B.6xf4 6xd4 19.9d3 WeS 20.9e3
ht3+ zl .€e2 hg5

Both of White's kingside pawns are
weak and will fall. Advantase Black.

22.H,ae'l

Indirect pressure along the e-file
starts Black squirming in his seat.

22.. .69xe4 23.€d1 *d7

Black breaks the undiscovered pin on
the Queen along the e-fi1e.

24.wb3

Threatening Wb7+, winning both
Rooks. as well as WxfT+.

2 4 . . . d 5

Stopping both threats, i.e. 2S.WOZ+
Wc7.

2s.ad3

Threatening AO+ and At+.
25.. .wb8

All other replies lose to Wb7+ and
At+ in some order.

26.9d4 Wxb3 27.axb3 6xg4t

Black uncorks a strong Exchange
sac. His f- and h-parvns are both passed.

28.Eh4 h5 29.AxhB ExhB

White has eight minutes left to make
eleven moves and the time control.

30.€c1 t5 31.6t44sf6 32.Eeh1 Ag3
3 3 . E  1 h 3

33.trg1 was also possible.

33. . .8s8 3a.ca

Opening c2 for the King.

34.. .*d6 35.*c2 €eS 36.hd3+ €e6
37.6 tq+ €d6 3g ,cxd5 cxds  39 .692
€e5 40.6et 6te+

White made the time control with less
than a minute on his clock.

41.4d3+ &AA +Z.6tq

Black could play a2...6f6, but he
has mate threats that are too juicy to pass

August 2008

up. I played 42.4'f4 only after finding
solid defenses to all of the mate threats.

42. . .HcB+ a3.Sb1

a b c d e l

43...4d2+ 44.€a2 Ec6

Black threatens 45.. .Ha6 mate.

45.Axd5l

Eliminating one of Black's passed
pawns and defending against mate. lf
45.. .€xd5, then 46. E xg3.

45.. .4ge4 46.6c31

I saw all of this u.hen I played, 42.
Atq.

46.. .Ea6+ 47.o.a4

The mate threats have ended. Black
wants to prevent 48.ExhS; so . . .

47 . . .6 t648.8d4+ 1-0

48. Ed3+ also nets the Knight at the
end of a tremendous struggle. I look for-
ward to our next battle. I

I4/CL conl'dfrom p. 3
285 players were l isted in the

Robert Karch's Northwest Rating List.
The top four were Arthur Dake, James
McCormick,  Olaf  Ulvestad,  and
Elmars Zemgalis, al l  zr5o and up.
Coubrough was the top player on the
postal chess rating list this month.
"Chess Champ at the Fair" was an ar-
ticle about Larrl' Finley of Oswego,
Oregon,  who showed r5-year-o ld
Bobby Fischer around the Brussells
World's Fair. The information came
from a series of articles Finley had
written for the Oregon Journal news-

Have any suggestions about
No fth west Ch ess m a gazin e and

what kind of content you'd like to
see? Please let the editor,

assistant editor, or business
manager know about it!

Northwest Chess8

E
a-

@
l l l

aatr
a ttr
A
.n
E

g@E
a r{ r

l l

E
I

A
a

AAIA
aga

A A A
F? A ,{'^ H
H 4 H g '

paper.



An Interview With NM lgnacio Perez
By Nat Koons

Ll/ho introduced you to chess, how did you learn?

Oh, in my country [Cuba], it was my cousin . . . he just
told me how to move the pieces.

How old were you then?

Oh, as far as I know by then - I mean. as I was told by
my parents - I was six or seven years old.

Do you rememher the Jir,st game,t vou plq,scl.)

No. no.

Ll/cts vour cousin vour mctin competition grov,ing up'?

At first, because he was the only one around. But then. I
started going out and playing with fiiends of mine.

Did you have a ches.s c'luh vort pluved in al school'.)

No. I didn't have one.

So hor did you go .fi'on plu.r'ing with vour ./riends to being so
strong? How did you inrprcra.'

Oh, because in mv country . . . it 's like any other part of
the world: when you are consistently practicing, that's how you
get good .  .  .  alonguith talent.  Even backthen. I  didn' t  have
many tools: books. coaching and this and that. I never had
coaching. I coached myself.

Yeah. Did you have any./avrtrite books?

Oh. tactical books.

(after a pause) So, in Cuba, is ('apablunc'a a nalional champion,

is he sort of. . .

Right, right! Over the whole world. not only Cuba.

(in jest) So you try to plalt like Capuhlunc'u then.

Nah, I try to play like Tal. For the initiative.

So did you play in lournamenls in Cubu, .1,oulh tournaments or the
Cuban (hampionship'?

No, no. I did not qualifo for the Cuban Charnpionship. But
I did qualify for the other levels that were required for the
Cuban Championship. You first have to play in several quali-

ffing toumaments before you are eligible for the championship.

Are there differences between lournuments in

just very small prizes in Cuban money, bLrt it
doesn't motivate the same way.

Cuba and tournaments here, are they set up Like NAkAmUf A fightdffirentlv? 
.--._ _,- 1,- - - _ ,, ltr fire io one, r

Well, it's pretty much the ,u , !.1Trt:r{r'-'^t:!:t
serup. Burthebigditr;";l';"il;' Toould like to be the one to giae
Theie are no p.ir", (in Cuba) . . . | -.un him fiae to one!

But there is not that big . . . well. it's not that it's big here. But,
anyway, what you feel as a player, the . . . fmonetary motiva-
tion] is small. The money, and these other conditions they are
the other part. But, mostly, it's the game. That's what we like.

So what is the appeal of chess for you, why did stick with chess?

With chess?

Yeah, was it.just the sporting aspect?

No, no. Chess, ever since I  learned the moves .  .  .  chess
. . . tookme. . . I meanwith chess, I learnedhowto solvethings
. . . how to think calmly in most situations . . . how to say "no"
and how to say "yes" at some points . . . how to solve most of
the situations in my life that happen with me and other people.
And that's rvhy I will say that chess was probably the main
thing that I played as a sport. My main sport was always chess.
Even though I knew how to play baseball, boxing, running,
chess u as the main one. Just pretty much like Fischet it was
to me.

Do vou huve any particular goals.for chess, is there some level you
are tn'ing to reach or something vou are trying to accomplish?

Yeah. yeah. I have one.

Okal'. (long pause) You want to tell us what it is'?

(laughs) Oh yeah, why not! Just waiting until you ask me!

What is vour goal fbr chess'?

My goal in chess is to become a GM . . . but my main one
beside that is to become the fastest player in the U.S., in blitz.

Yes.

Like Nakamura right now is giving me five to one, I would
like to be the one to give him five to one! Yeah, I know it's
going to be a long. long time, but it 's just a matter of time.

Does teachingft in with thut, does it help?

Teaching . . . teaching people... teaching at a school helps
the player how to teach himself. It also tells the player the right
way to study, the right way to express things to the next per-
son. Teaching also encourages the player to make even more
effort in chess like I mentioned... Even though I heard about
some other players saying that teaching has taken some time

from their own preparation, with me it
doesn't work that way.

Thinking back on the tournaments and
some of the games you've played, do
you have any memorable moments, ar4t
stories you'ld like to share?

Well, that's very interesting. . .
I  th ink.  .  .  I th ink.  .  .  which one .  .  .

-

which one . . . there were too manv. Are vou askins me about
Yeah. Would there be trophies or just the ,sutisfaction of winning? the ones here, in the U.S., or in my country or overall?

Not really a trophy . . . well. yeah, a trophy, just like here. Overall.
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Let's see here. Yeah, in my country I've got one. Very
very memorable. Here, I think I've got one or two, but, in my
country there was it seems to me the one that really is unfor-
gettable.

I(as it a decisive game in a tourndment?

It was, it was. and not only that, it encouraged me to move
forward. That game gave me the pass to the next section, the
next level.

Did you win?

Right, I won that game, and. because I won, I got to the
next level. I qualified for another tournament that was rieht
after that one.

How did the game go? What was particularly . . . I inragine it was
very lense.

Right, right. Just because I have to win, this other guy has
to win, the winner of this game has the pass to the next level.
It was very very tough, I'll never forget. That was one of my
most important moments in my life in chess, this tournament.
Are there any games from the U.S. that are memorable, or that stick
out in your mind . . .

Let's see here . . . no, there was one. (pause) Well, I don't
remember exactly which tournament, but it was at this tour-
nament here that I had it tough-well, now that t'm talking with
you, there was this game at this toumament where I was White
and you were Black, and the whole [time] from move nine on
. . . and you came out with this move g...d5 in this Ruy Lopez
and then you actually told me after the game that it had been
played before.

Yes.

Yeah, but that was back in '97.

Oh, okay.

Yeah, that was way back in '97. I also beat Slava, also
way back in 2003 or 20A4, in the Washington Class. But l,ve
played bigger games than those ones. It doesn't count to me
as a great achievement. because in order for me to measure
myself as a player . . . first of all, I have to play a match with
the person. I have to look at this other guy's achievements: how
consistently they have been winning toumaments, who have
they been playing with, how much strength do they really have?
Just because I beat these guys who have beaten me . . . It's not
the same as playing a match.

Have you played matches before?

Oh yeah, I played matches in my country. But here, I
haven't played one. And that's the reason that I haven't felt
as strong as I would like to feel. Because a chess player is
supposed to measure himself by playing strong toumaments
and matches, strong matches, where there is big money in-
volved or not: but still strong matches, strong tournaments.
(pause) You might hear people say "Oh this guy-I don't want
to mention any names-this other player from way back, or this
other player right now, he's good, he's this and that. whatever,,'
I hear that and I laugh inside and say to myself: "They don't
know what they are talking about. They don't have any idea
what chess, what real chess is about." But when I was in my
country I knew, I felt. what real chess was about. I remember
I used to play. . . I tellthese people when I have time, Dereque
Kelly and these other young kids I play blitz with, I tell them
sometimes that in my country I use to play these guys----one of
them took 500 (Cuban) bucks from me, and he was not even

an FM. He used to beat GMs in blitz.
I twas the las t rounda tC lass .Hewas thebes t i nmycoun t r yhewas

Championship at the (snapsfingers) I hear that and I laugh inside and giving me one to five. Like what
North Seattle communitvS:l'.=: say to myself: "Th"y don't know i.lakamura gave to me. The money

X:Yff :1i[}il: n:T:J"Jl* wiit they ari tatkiis about. rhey doesn't mean that much to me. but it's
missing some orthese rines in the don,t-hiae any idei inrlrni;;;" ;tr;'lf;ll;Jll,Ttl,?#:jfi1il:middle ofthe game ' ' ' I was.totally uthat refll ihess is about.'( lnd "oh, I ler rhe-otLer guy win," or
losing. That was one very impor- - ..I let this happen.,, No, when you
tant moment' I mean, most of the have something to prou", something of
time I lean on a player: making pressure on the player with the value at stake, you don,t just let thingJhappen. That,s a lie.clock, and in some of these lines sacrificing here. and makine
him worry about what I'm trying to do. B-ut I've never beei Yeah.
in this situation [from the other side]. . . I mean, maybg a couple. That reminds me, I was playing this IM who just passed
tfuee times in my whole life that this has been happening to me! away, Jesus Rodriguez Cordova, he was well known in theYeah' that was one of them' whole cuban community. He was already an IM by the time
I think there was a big game you played with Orlov in one of the I got to know him at the local club, and I used to go there ev-
Clint Ballard tournaments, maybe the Slugfest? ery single day. Later on, he became Cuban Chainpion, and

No, remember Orlov didn't play in that one. Maybe you're when I heard he passed away it was a great sorrow to me.
talking about the one on Bainbridge? Anyway, I used to play him every day from very early in the
yes. morning until nine at night, speed chess, and he use to beat me

orrov wasn't there. rt was me and three or rour orher mas- ffi:Ti$:#t*Jffi'J fiJlJ;J"1fffff;""?iffl;fitt#:
ters' And he was only an International Master. I know what real
Well, I remember you beat Orlov and won five thousand dollars or chess is about. Most people here don't know what they are
something- talking about.
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(afier a pause) Let s change the topic. ll'hat changes would you like to see in the chess
world? ll/hat is going right, what is going wrong?

There are a lot of things going wrong. The main one, it seems to me, the only
one that really needs to change, is that any organization, in any part of world, in
any country, should suppoft chess in the way it supports . . . [other sports]. For
instance: take football. It has support. Baseball: it has support, by companies and
this and that. Any other sport in the whole world has support. But I hate when I
hear some people sometimes saying: "Oh, chess, that's a smart game. Oh, chess!"
It sounds much too modest, like lip service. It's just saying something to say it.
Chess is the oldest game: why hasn't any company taken this game seriously? Right
now people are beginning to see the value of chess. why don't people with money
give it real support? That is the main weakness of the chess world. It doesn't have
to be a huge change. like in Russi4 and it doesn't have to be the whole United States,
but why couldn't it start here?

Are there any other subjects you like to talk about?

That's a good question. I remember reading your interview with Serper from
the magazine and, as far as I can remember, he talked about Mikhail Tal. He in-
cluded Thl, in order to say that Tal was a great friend, that he didn't have any en-
emies. Tal was a champion in classical and blitz. And he said sometimes that by
being the best, by being champion, [that alone] creates enemies. And that's right, I
agree with Serper. I have nothing against him, and I will never have any,thing against
any great player. There is one thing that I notice he never does at toumaments, and
it's a quality most of us should leam, especially from him. And that is the energy
most players spend after a game, in the postmoftem. when the players spend an hour
or more enjoying the game they've just played. There is a drawback, a big draw-
back to that. especially u'hen the next round is about to start. You've already spent
a lot of energy in the analysis, and on top of that most other people below your level
don't appreciate the analysis. It's taken you years to learn these things, and they
don't appreciate that. And that's one quality that I've learned from Serper, in order
not to do what I was doing before: analyzingevery time, with just everybody, espe-
cially those people who don't or can't appreciate what you are doing for them. It's
not for you or for us, we already know this stuff.

It takes your energl during a lournamenl.

Yes, your energy during a tournament, maybe your energy used against your-
self, because, most of this analysis, it might be used against yourself, in the next
game! I look at chess in this way. One: my goal in a tournament is to win first place
and first prize. And then second one: my pride is involved, to prove things. And
there may be pain if I don't succeed, just because I'm wasting energy on these other
things. That's why Serper, in his interview, which I stil l haven't finished reading
by the way, was saying things that make sense. When you are the champion, when
you are on top, you get hate: these other people criticize you . . .

Do you have any games you'd like to include with the interview? With Serpe4 I in-
cluded one with all these sacrifices.

The game with Serper from State Championship? I think I can say that if I'd
played the same way up to the point I sacrificed the Exchange, against any other
player in Washington State, I would have won. But because that was him, that he
really took the required time to find every single good move starting from that point
on, the result of the game was what it was. You can take it as an example.

Anvthing else?

Yes, let's see . . . with chess, I know I have a lot to do in order to reach my goals.
The easy part of my goal is that I know for sure that I am going to make it. The
other part is just a matter of time. The time is to me not an enemy . . . I'm not jus-
ti$ing things, saying "Oh, I didn't do this, I should've done this," you won't ever
hear that from me, that's the first thing. I will never give up those things ['m doing
that I know are positive. I might give up other things that are negative, but not chess,

I will never give that up. It's avery very
good thing. It's not how much further to
go, but how healthy it is to your real life.
Basically, those questions you asked me
before, how to improve things in chess
. . . well, basically, now I'm in Washing-
ton State, I can say . . . people like you
ought to be involved in the organization.
People that do things like this. interview-
ing the players, creating motivation for
players, i t 's good we've got the ones
we've got, and we've got to get more to
contribute. Sometimes there are difficul-
ties, and logistical problems, but I don't
think it 's that hard. It's all a matter of
finding the right people.

Thank you, Ignacio Peres.

.boct68oq6t
Th" gu*", Ignacio and I discussed have
already recently appeared in Northwest
Chess. Instead, here is a selection of
games from Ingacio's blitz partner, IM
Rodrieuez Cordoba:

Alekhineis Defense
IM Jesus Rodriguez (CUB)
tr'M Ingvar Asmundsson (ICE)

Nice Olympiad 1974
1 "
5.9e2 e6 6.0-0 .€.e7 7.h3 9.nS g.c+
600 g.Acg o-o r 0.-€.e3 h8oz 1 1 .exd6
cxd6 12.b3 Af6 13.9d2 9.96 t+.9r+
EeB 15.We3 h6 16.Ead1 g'f8 i7.Ad3
9xd3 1B.Wxd3 6noz tg.Etet a620.
A$ Wa5 21.ad2 HacS 22.b4 Wxb4
23.8b1 UaS 24.Exb7e5 25.Ab3WdB
26.4d5 e4 27.6xf6+ Axf6 28.Wc3
Ons zg.An2 f5 30.Wa5 Ws5 31.Wos+
€ng gz.cs Aro gs.Wrz f4 34.€h1 Ahs
35.Ec7 e3 36.fxe3 693+ 37.Sg1 f3
38.ExcB HxcS 39. Wxtg 6tS 4}.gt4
Wg6 41.cxd6 1-0

Kingb Indian Classical
FM Peter Jamieson (SCO)
IM Jesus Rodriguez (CUB)

Cbebro, Student Team (ch) 1966
1.d4 Af6 2.68 g6 3.c4 -&s7 a.Ac3
O-O 5.e4 d6 6.$"e2 $"94 z.Ae3 6toz
8.Wd2 gxf3 9.gxf3 e5 1 0.d5 f5 1 1 .Ag5
Ve8 1 2.exf5 gxf5 13.t4 e4 14.O-O-O a5
15 .Edg1  €na  to .Hs3  Aa6  17 .Ehs1
Wtz rB.Abs 6ocs rg.Em Ad3+ 20.
.Q.xd3 exd3 21.Wxd3 Eae8 22.gho
AcS 23.Wd1 Axh6 24.Exh6 He4 25.
Wc2 Es8 26.Wc3+ Hs7 27.Hh3?

Continued on page 20
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26th Annual Sands Regency

RENO - I'VESTERN STAIES OPEN
AWEIKEL TOURNAMENT

200Grandprixpts * 0CtObgf 17 -19,2008 +FrD E Rated

$zs,gs0!
(Guaranteed)

t
a

6 Round Swiss +7 Sections *40 lZ-20 l1-GIrl2

I Hotel Deposit $38.59- (Weekday) or I No Roo,o NeededD Hotel Deposit $61.2e- (Friday] ^ - il;;;'pi;""
F l?P yl.11.;1'1ffY"l9t5111[t::' - i;il;"^i.k. Me a Reservahon+
_D ll: l ""fy'GM 

Yermolin.ksy Simul " d;i:idu.:
I $zO rhursaiy Blitz (5 Min.)
D S20 Sunday Quict (S RA. -,

$40#o!!
Entry: $130 Average! + Rooms: $34/$54!!

Wed l0/15 7 p.m. Clock Simulwiih GM Sergey Kudrin, $30
Thurs l0/'l6 5:30 lo7:15 p.m. Chompogne Reception with GM Alex Yermolinsky ond GM Lorry Evons Lecture, FREE!

Thurs l0l16 7:30 p.m. Simulwith GM Alex Yermol insky, ONIY Sl5!! l  7:30 p.m. Bl ih:  5 Min.,  $20
Sot l0/18 3 to 4:30 p.m. Chess Clinic: GM Lorry Evons, FREE Sun l0/,l9 Noon Quick Tournomeni, 5 Rd Swiss G/25, $20

ENTRY FORM - 26th Annual Western States Open Chess Tournament - Reno, Nevada - October 17-18-19,2008
Mail to: Sands Regency Casino Hotel - 345 N Arhngton A'enue - Reno NV 89501 uscF/FrDE

PRINT Name D.r'time Phorre Rat ine

Street Address Ci tv State_ Zip_

USCF LD. Number Exp. Date-_ All pre-registered players please check in at tournament desk on arrival.

ENTRY FEE ENCTOSED: (CIRCIE SECTION AND FEE BELOW) BYE(S)REQUESTEDFORROUND(S): (CIRCLE) 1 2 3 4 s 6
- OPEN SECTION - EXPERT 'AU

GM/lM Masters 2000-2199 1999-Below 2000-2199 1800-1999 i6t)0-1799 1400-1599 1200-1399 1199-Below FreeWith
Free $133 $i51 $201 $132 $131 5130 fi129 $128 $65 (no .Ji,countsl USCF Dues

FEES AISO ENCTOSED FOR: HOTEL INFOKMATION:

D gz0 Sunday -c125) Departure Date

- iJSE;;;l o-'"i"rru*,"i^* ! one nea lTwo Beds ! s [rs
D -$ZO UtA ;r. /05+ Sr. (xo secr E) Age- rsend $38.59 for weekdav amva], $61.29 for Fndrr :rnr rl

For more information: CaII, write, or e-mail:
Organizer anil Chief TD

N,T,D. lerome V. [ery) Weikel, (77 5)7 47 -7405

6578VaIIey Wood Dr., Reno NV 89523,
uackyykl@aol.com

Room Resentations: CalI the Sanils Regency,
I-866-fIINSTAY. Ask for coile CHE 7076.

POSTMARK BY OCTOBER 1 TO AVOID LATE FEE
Add $1 1 atter Ocl. 1, $22 on-site. Do not mail after Oct. 10.

Make checltrm.o. payable lo THE SANDS REGENCY or provide credit card
nlormalion and signature. $5 service charge on credit card entries.

! cHecx erucLoseo
I culnoruycmo

ffi$
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So How Manv Chess Board Positions Are There?
by Eric Holcomb

Perhaps some of you may recall hearing or reading at one
time or another that there are about l0{'r board positions and
l0r:0 move sequences in the game of chess. rvhere for example
l0a0 is the number " l " followed by 40 zeroes-a very large num-
ber indeed! (10'r0 is very much Iarger stil l-greater than the
number of atoms in the known universe!)

In game theory the complexity of a board game is often
expressed in terms of the "state space complexity" (number o1'
legal board positions reachable from the initial position), and
the "game-tree size" (number of move sequences). Chess is
indeed a very complex game. although not the most complex.
Among major board games. that distinction belongs to the Japa-
nese game of Go played on the traditional l9xl9 board. (See
the Wikipedia article on "Ganre Complexity.")

In this, the first of tuo articles. the author will discuss the
number of chess board positions. and various estimates of this
quantity. In a second afticle. the author will report on a remark-
able coincidence involr ing one estimate of the number of chess
board positions. and also discuss the number of chess move
sequences.

Although it's been knou n for many years that the number
of possible chess board positions is at least 104", an exact cal-
culation of the number of Ie-sal positions is impossible in prac-
tice because of complications such as pawn structure and both
Kings being in check. The best that can be done is to calcu-
late "upper bounds" based on various assumptions (for ex-
ample, neglecting pa$ n structure. checks, pawn promotions to
new pieces, etc.). The resulting estimates can vary widely de-
pending on the assumptions!

The theory of combinatorial statistics underlies all of the
calculations. For example, start r" ith an empty board with 48
squares accessible to pawns. and place four identical White
pawns on the board. The number of distinct arrangements (sta-
t i s t i c a l  c o m b i n a t i o n s ,  n o t  c h e s s  c o m b i n a t i o n s ! )  i s
48x47 x46x45 I (1 x2x3x4): I 94. 5 80. Conti n uin g with four
Black pawns gives 44x43x42x411(1x2x3x4):135,7 5l combi-
nations for each White pawn arrangement, for a total (actually
a product) of I 94,5 80x | 3 5.'7 5 1 :26,4 1 4,429,580. The possi-
bilities are already in the bill ions!

Statisticians would normally write the numbers given
above in  " fac to r ia l "  no ta t ion ,  fo r  example  48 ! l
(44!x4!)=194,580, where 48! (48 factorial) is the product of
allpositive integers from I to48. etc. The factorof 4! in the
denominator arises because all White pawns (or all Black
pawns) are assumed to be identical and interchangeable. (Never
mind that one of them came from a different chess set: that
doesn't count!)

In 1950, computer chess pioneer Claude Shannon (l9l 6-
2001) used this statistical theory to calculate the number of

chess board positions with all 32 chessmen on the board. with-
out regard to the rules of chess. (ln other words. the cltessmen
may be placed on any squares. as long as each nran occupies
a different square.) The resulting number is rvritten as 64ll
(32 !x (8 ! ) r ' (2 ! ) " ' .  wh ich  has  a  numer ica l  va lue  o14.635x  l0 r r .
o r  9 .270x10| (a lmost  10 | )  i f  the  resu l t  i s  doub led .  because
chess positions are considered distinct depending on rvhose turrr
it is to nrove.

Tlte actual number of chessmen on the board,'vill be less
than 32 once one or more captures have taken place. There is
no single formula to handle this cornplexity' in the calculatiorr
of board positions. lnstead. a computer program with 'hested"

loops is required to sum up all the possibilities. Won't this pro-
gram take arr impossibly long time to run? No. the cornputer
is not looping on the actual board positions, but rather on how
many of each piece type are on the board. possibly with sonre
extra uork to account for light- and dark-squared Bishops.
pawn promotion, or other considerations. For each loop. the
stat ist ical  fbrmula is appl ied and the results surnmed.

The author developed a Visual Basic lbr Excel program
(macro) that executes 10.497.600 such loops in a fer.v seconds
on a nrodern PC. The author's assumptiorts were as fbllows:

( l ) AI I  p ieces (except  Kings)  n iay be e i ther  on
or otFthe board.

( l ) Pawns may be placed anywhere on the 2nd
thrLr 7th ranks without regard to the nroves (e.g.. captures)
that would be required to get them there.

(3 ) Bishops must remain on their original (light
or dark) color squares.

(4) Obtaining new pieces (e.g., more than one
Queen) by pawn promotion is not allowed. Chess legend
Phi l idor approved of this rule! !

(s) Positions are counted without resard to one
or both Kings in check, including checking each other.

(6 ) Each position counts twice due to whose turn
it is to move (again. without regard to checks).

(7 ) Loss of the ability to castle or capture e/r
passanl is not considered.

In stat ist ical  theory, the same answer should result  no
matter what order the pieces are placed on the board. but it
makes sense to place the pawns first, then the Bishops, because
these pieces require extra bookkeeping. (Pawns are restricted
to 48 squares, and Bishops require acconnting separately fbr
light and dark squares. Once the Bishops are placed, no firr-
ther accounting oflight and dark squares is necessary fbr the
other pieces.) Readers rvith programrning experience may be
able to understand how the author's macro perfonns tlre re-
quired calculations. An Excelfile with the macro will be avail-
able on the l{orthwesl Chess website, nwchess.com, when this
article is published in the magazine.

Northwest Chess August 2OOa t3



The answer is approximately 4.1529x1040 board positions.
Fourteen decimal places are calculated in Excel, but some r'r'ill
be meaningless due to round-off €rors. With commercialll,
available mathematics software that performs unlimited pre-
cision arithmetic, it should be possible to calculate all 4l dig-
its of the answer exactlv! (Please let the author know if vou
try it.)

O f  t h e  4 . 1 5 2 9 x 1 0 4 0  c a l c u l a t e d  b o a r d  p o s i t i o n s .
I . 1057x1040, or about one-quarter, involve all 32 chessmen on
the board. This is over 800 times smaller than Shannon's es-
timate, in part because of the restriction on Bishops, but mostlr
because pawns cannot be on the lst or 8th ranks. (Think about
it or try it - place l6 pawns on the board at random, and less
than lYo of the time will any two ranks (or files) specified in
advance be completely empty of pawns.)

It's true that the vast majority of these board positions are
simply impossible in a real game played from the standard ini-
tial position, or even a "Chess 960" position. For example. of
the l. 1057x l0{ positions that involve all 32 men on the board.
the author estimates that only I in l0 million (about l0rr posi-
tions) have "no capture" pawn structures with one Black and
one White pawn on each file. (For each file, there are only' l5
possible arrangements of the White and Black pawns before
any captures have taken place. For all eight files, that gives
( 15;'= 2.563 x l0n arrangements of the pawns.) But this limi-
tation can be removed by playing the original version of
"bughouse" chess where captured chessmen can be put back
almost anywhere on the board. (Not that crazy two-board ver-
sion of"bughouse" chess that kids play today!)

Many more chess board positions are possible by allow-
ing promotion to mult iple Queens or other pieces. The
Wikipedia article on the "Shannon number" (10r20 move se-
quences) quotes r€cent (1994) estimates by Victor Allis in a
Ph.D. thesis of 5x 1052 for an "upper bound" on the number of
chess positions, and about 105' for the "true number" of legal
positions. Wow! That's a lot more than the l0a0 or so posi-
tions without pawn promotion!

To check this out, the author modified his Excel macro to
include pawn promotions to other pieces, while removing the
restriction on Bishops. The results, summarized in the table
below, are quite interesting. (Note the use of the "8" notation
for powers of 10 commonly used in computer input/output.)

The author's highest estimate of 1.8983 x 1050 positions
(ust under l05o without the double counting) is consistent with
the Allis estimate of 1050 positions, but not having read Allis'
Ph.D. thesis, the author is not certain how Allis derived his
"upper bound" of 5x105:, which seems unrealistically high.
One thing, however, is clear: the vast majority of the "state
space" of about 1050 chess board positions could only arise in
practice through the cooperation ofboth players to bring about
an absurd series of pawn promotions, resulting in lots of extra
pieces on the board! Furthermore, the captures required to
"clear the way" for pawn promotion would severely limit the
number of possible positions. For example, of the 4.7875 x 104'q
positions in line #6 above. 75o/o require that all of the original
32 chessmen (or their promoted equivalents) stil l be on the
chessboard. Horveve( as noted earlier, there are only about 1033
possible positions in a standard game of chess before any cap-
tures have taken place. Requiring that at least four black pawns
must be captured to "clear the war"' for all eight white pawns
to promote reduces the number of possible board positions to
about l0'5. (The flexibility of the author's computer program
makes it relatively easy to do those kinds of calculations.)

This is still a long way from answering the question of how
many chess board positions can arise llom a legal sequence of
mo!'es from the starting position. The author's guess is that it's
closer to l0a5 than 1050, but the question is certainly worthy of
turther study. For players not satisfied with this immense level
of complexity, there are always chess variants that increase the
size of the "state space," for example two-board bughouse,
Capablanca chess, and Seirawan chess!

What about that remarkable coincidence mentioned? It
involves the number 4.1529 x l0ot'as discussed above. The
coincidence does not involve the much larger number of atoms
in the universe, but it does involve something similar of physi-
cal significance here on Earth. The author will award a prize
of a one-year WCF or OCF membership to the first person who
correctly identifies the coincidence before the author's next
article is published. (See the inside front cover of the magazine
for contact information.)

Background of the Author
!'he atrthor Eric l{olcomb, has an MS degree in aerospace engi-

neering, and vorked as an engineer for The Boeing Company for
neurlv 20 years. Eric now pursues his ovn business activilies, enjoys
plu.ring chess, and serues as business manager for Northwest Chess
nrdgd:tne

sl.  Assumpllons # Loops # Boord Posif lons
I Powns on 2nd to 7th ronks, bishops on originol color squores, no pown promotion 10,497,6A0 4.1529E+4O

io new pieces;  2to 32 men;  posi i ions count  twice due to turn to move.
2 Some os # I qbove except bishoos unrestricted. There ore f or fewer loops 236.196 1 .4445E+41

becouse i t  is  no longer necessqry to keep t rqck of  l ight  ond dork squores.
3 Shonnon est imote ( for  compor ison) ;  o l l  32 chessmen on boord,  no pown n/o 9.2595f+42

promotion; no other restrictions.
4 Some os #2 qbove except  pown promot lon Jo one (ond only one)  of  the 1,285,956 5.3227f+44

following piece types ollowed: rooks, knights, bishops.
5 Some os #2 obove excepi pown promotion to queens ollowed. 2,125,764 4.52591+45
6 Some os #2 obove except pown promotion to oll four piece types ollowed. 75,585,636 4.797$l+49
7 Some os #6 obove except pqwns moy be ploced on ony ronk, even I5r or 8th 75,5A5,636 1 .8983E+50

ronks without promotion.
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From the IBM Typewriter of JAMES SCHROEDER, 3011 E. gth Street, Apt 15,
Vancouver WA 98661; phone (360) 258-9401 "The most trusted name in chess"

Minimum Order $20.00 | pay the postage

THE MODERN CENTERATTACK lN THE RUY LOPEZ by Salome & Bickford 1993 1.e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3.8b5 a6 4.Ba4 N6 5.
0-0 Be7 6 d4! | recommend you play 5 d4! and if exd4 then 6. 0-0 limp cover sixty complete games diagrams PRICE $15.00

THE ROMANTIC KING'S GAMBIT by Santasiere and Ken Smith A magnificent bookl copyright 1982 More than 138 complete
games Plastic cover PRTCE $20.00

THE GAMES OF JOSE RAUL CAPABLANCA Revised 2nd Edition Caparres copyright 19941200 games! Complete cross-
tables Great indicesAlgebraic Very few diagrams Plastle cover Fantastic bargain! PRICE $20.00

THE VIENNAGAMEAND GAMBIT by Santasiere and Smith copyright 1992 plastic cover 1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Many complete games
Great Book Beautiful Printing PRTCE $15.00

CJS PURDY'S FINE ART OF CHESS ANNOTATION Volume Two copyright 2001 121 complete games & many articles by one
ofthegreatestal l t imechesswri ters Plast icCoverAlgebraicThebestbooklknowofforanyplayernotaMaster PRICE$24.00

THE GORING GAMBIT by Smith and Hall copyright 1994 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 exd4 4.c3 Plastic cover 155 pages Accepted
and Declined variations PRICE $12.00

WINNING WITH THE KING'S GAMBIT Volume Two Declined by Andrew Soltis copyright 1993 Plastic cover Beautifully
produced Algebraic Many complete games PRICE $12.00

BUDAPEST GAMBIT - THE FIcHTING FAJAROWICZ by Tim Harding copyright 1996 Beautifully produced Plastic Cover 222
pages 1.d4 NfO 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ne4?l Also 3.e3 More than 372 complete games PRrCE $15.00

1001 BRILLIANTWAYS TO CHECKMATE by Reinfeld copyright 1955 plastic cover Diagrams with solutions in Descriptiove
Notation PRTCE $12.00

MAXLANGEATTACKANDTHEANTI -MMLANGEbySmi th&Hal lcopyr igh t l99 l  P las t icCover1 .e4e52.Nf3Nc63.Bc4Nre
4.d4 exd4 5.0-0 Bc4 6 e5 d5 7.exf6 dxc4 8.Re1+ Be6 9.N95 QdS 10.Nc3 Qfs 11.Nce4 is the main line They analyze alternatives
Many complete games PRICE $12.00

ESSENTIAL CHESS ENDINGS EXPLAINED MOVE BY MOVE Volume Two Ken Smith copyright 1992 292 pages! Plastic
cover Algebraic PRICE $12.00

THE EVANS GAMBIT REVOLUTION by Richard Moody copyright 1995 Plastic CoverAlgebraic 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5
4.b4! Ninety complete games! PR|CE $12.00

MODERN ART OFATTACK by Smith and Hall 1988 Era of Tal, Fischer, Kasparov Plastic Cover 170 pages complete games
annotated NO INDEX! PR|CE $12.00

HOWTO WIN QUICKLYAT CHESS by John Donaldson copyright 1990 76 shortgamesAlgebraic Limp cover one diagram per
game PRICE $12.00

MASTERING TACTICAL IDEAS by Minev copyright2000AlgebraicAmagnificent book!234 pages Superb selection of hundreds
of complete games and combinations Excellent printing and diagrams PRTCE$15.00

TEST YOUR OPENING, MIDDLEGAME AND ENDGAME PLAY VolTwo by Smith & DeVault copyright 1994. Solitaire chess 35
games, plastic cover Algebraic. PRrCE $15.00

HOW TO ATTACK lN CHESS by Gary Lane copyright 1996 Some complete games Algebraic some combinational positions
limp cover PRTCE $12.00

THEARTOF BISGUIER volume one by GMArthur Bisguier& Newton Berry copyright2003 Games of the Grandmaster 1945 to
1960 with notes and diagrams a number of black and white photos Plastic coverAlgebraic Notes by Bisguier PRICE $22.00

THEARTOFB|SGUlERvolumetwobyGMArthurBisguier&NewtonBerrycopyr ight  200SGamesof theGrandmaster l96 l
to 2003 with notes and diagrams a few black and white photos Plastic coverAlgebraic Notes by Bisguier PRTCE $30.00
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A Preview of the Kramnik vs. Anand
World Championship Match

,HdB 20.h6 gxh6by Nat  Koons
'e've 

been waitins awhile for a
great match, haven't we? We
winced when Vladimir Topal-

ov nrade the front page of the Neu, York
Tinrcs due to an argument over who gets
to use the potfy. We rvere sickened and
disgusted wlren Peter Leko and Vladimir
Kranrnik shook hands after fifteen moves
and slrrugged i t  ofT ("hopelessly bal-
anced").  We hung our heads in shame
u'hen cornputers stopped losing. And al-
u' i tys schisnrs. organizat ional chaos.
rtr isscd deadl ines, open let ters,  s igned
agrcements that meant nothing, and all of
the selfish and unprincipled lines-in-the-
sand about who must play whom, who
shouldn' t  play whom, and who is or is
n o l l e g i t i r n a t e . . .

Finally. the knockouts are gone, the
candidates nratches are over. and the fwo
highest-rated and accomplished players
of the rnonent and of the past l5 years
(except for the retired Galry Kasparov)
go head to head in a twelve-game match
to take place in Bonn, Germany, October
l;l to Novernber 2. Anand. as the winner
in Mexico City last year. will be the de-
fending chanrpion, but wi l l  not receive
draw odds. And Kramnik has not lost a
match since defeating Kasparov in 2000.
AII verbal alguments rvill be put to rest,
and the only one renraining will be on the
chessboard. where it should have been all
this tirne.

And now. the very first game they
e v e r  p l a y e d .  W h i l e  K a s p a r o v  a n d
Karpov rvere battling over the World Cup
in 1989, down on a much lower board
Kramnik. age 14, and Anand, age 19, sat
dou,n to do battle:

(]iuoco Piano
NM Vladimir Kramnik
GM Viswanathan Anand

Moscoru, World Cup 1989

1.e4 e5 2.4' t3 6cO 3.4c4 AcS 4.c3
af6 5.d3 d6 6.9b3 O-O 7.4q5 a6 8.
6ooz  Aa7 9 .6 t r  h6  ro .Ah4 g5  r ' t .
16

€93 hhs 12. ; - -e3. r97 lgVoz q)et
14.d4 t5 15.exf5 eJ 16 ' -g j  " : -x f5 17.
6e2 Orxe3 1B \ l {xe3 ;o4 19.O-O-O
Draw

Draw agrecci '  I  l . ,pg lers l l  ba lanced!

Who is Vishy Anand?
Viswanathan ' \  i .h) 

'  
Anand, aged

39. an Indian-born (  i r rrndrnaster,  is cur-
rently the world'. hiSirr:'t-rated player at
2798. He is one , ,1 , .nl)  lbur players to
have ever been ratcJ or er 2800 (the oth-
ers are Kasparor. Kr.irrrnik. and Topal-
ov) .  He ach ie red  hr .  l \ l  t i t l e  a t  15 .  h is
GM t i t le at 18. ln ' t ) t ) : .  he won Reggio
Ernilia, at that point thc :trongest tourna-
ment ever held. bcatrrrc reigning World
Champion Kasparor in tlre process.

He los t  the  l0 - r . rn ie  PCC Wor ld
Championsh ip  \ la re  h  to  Kasparov  in
1995. but beatAlcrci  \hirov in Tehran in
2000 to win the Flt)I. \\ orld Champion-
ship. The reigninr.r  I  I I ) l :  Champion. he
won the Mexico Citr J,.rrfrle round-robin
in2007, where all t 'rf 't irc top players. ex-
cept Topalov, took pan

Anand is f i rmous t , , r . lu ick calculat-
ing abi l i ty and antazinr lr  rapid play. His
rvill ingness to sacritlcc ti,r activir,y is un-
usua l  in  a  top  GM.  I l c ' .  a  humble .  a l l -
around nice guy. \r ht. .i, 'c. charity work
and embraces his rolc .r- ir national hero
in India.

The fbl lowing rrcl i -knt ' run -uame is
spectacular,  but also r) l ical  lbr Anand.
who has the abilin to quie klr rip apart an
opponent's position:

C 'en tar - (  (  ) l t t i l t ' t '

GM Viswanathan Anand
GM Joellautier

Biel 1997

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 9xd5 3 lc3 WaS 4.d4
hto s.6t3 c6 6.Ac4 ;f5 7.2e5 e6 8.
ga Ag6 9.h4 AbdT 10. ixd7 LxdT 1 1.
h5 Ae4 12. ,8h3 As2 r3 le3 6nO ta.
Aos Oos 15.f3 Ab4 14.at2 Axc3 17.
bxc3 Wxc3 18.  Hb 1 9xd4 19.  E,xb7

August 2OOA

2

1

E@ E
Itr  I  I

l l l
,i
gA
d \ F ? n

5=e a)

AA €3.
Ag

a : d

21,€.s6! l  Le7 22.Vxd4 Exd423.Ed3
EOe z+ .  ExdB : xd8  25 . :d3  1 -0

Who is Vladimir Kramnik?
Vladimir Kramnik. aged 3-1. a Rus-

sian-born Grandnraster. is currentlr tied
fbr second in the FIDE rating list (r,r' ith
A lexander  Morozev ich)  a t  2788.  A
prodigy and a student of the famous
Botvinnik-Kasparov school,  Kramnik
stood out among his young classmates for
his affinity for trading pieces and playing
the endgame. The then untitled player
was in 1992 proclairned by Kasparov to
be the biggest talent he'd ever seen, and
Kasparov insisted he be placed on the
Russian national team. ahead of numer-
ous Grandmasters. He proved worthy of
the recommendation by scoring brilliantly
at the Chess Olympiad that year, and has
been one of the world's top players ever
since.

Kramnik is famous for his deep po-
sitional understanding, his skill in simpli-
fied positions, and latell, for his tenacity
in holding slightly'\\ 'orse endgames. He
won the unofficial but u'idely acknowl-
edged title of World Champion by defeat-
ing Kasparov in a match in 2000, which
he subsequently defended against Leko in
2004 and Topalov in 2006 He also suf-
fered from a prolonged sickness (from
which he has now recovered) that may
have hurt his results for some years, when
he was criticized for being less than domi-
nant in toumament play.
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The following game is Kramnik at
his best: a faint advantage that grows as
pieces leave the board, finally becoming
decisive at the very end:

Nimzo-Indian C I as s ical
GMVladimirKramnik
GM Peter Leko

1996

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 eG 3.4c3 Ao+ +.Wcz
O-O 5.a3 Axc3 6.Wxc3 OG z.AgS AO7
8. f3 h6 g.gn+ d5 10.e3 6ooz 11.cxds
hxd5 12.AxdB 6xc3 13.4h4 Ads 14.
9tz cs 15.e4 Ae7 16.6e2 EacS 17.
Ac3 cxd4 1 B.Axd4 6c5 19. Ed 1 trfd8
20.9e3 Exdl  21.€xd1 e522.b4o,e l
23.&c2 6c6 24.&b2 €fB 25. gc4
6cd4 26.Axe6 Axe6 27.hb5 EaB 28.
a4 Aa6 29.ha3 EcB 30.b5 Aoz gt .
E,cl Excl 32.€xc1 €e7 33. a5 bxaS
34.9xa7 f5 35.exf5 At+ SO.gS 6hS
37.Aca 695 38.6xa5 .Q.d5 39.b0 Axf3
aO.h3 Ag5 41 .b7 9xb7 42.6xb7 6xh3
43.9b6 €oz ++.9e3 €e7 45.6c5 96
46.fxg6 €tO +z.9xh6 €xg6 4B.Ae3
1 -0

Kramnik As White
After a feu vears of experimentation

with 1.e4, Kramnik has gone back to the
queen pawn openings. His deadl iest
opening weapon is the Catalan (an ex-
traordinary +17:10-0 according to my
database). with which he beat Moroze-
vich and Leko in Mexico Citl last year,
as  we l l  as  Anand (Corus  2007)  and
Topalov (Games One and Ten. Elista
2006) .  I  th ink  Anand w i l l  avo id  1 .d4
6tOZ.cq e6, al lowing 3.g3 (the Cata-
lan), although, true, this was his latest
choice against Kramnik in Monaco. who
in tum avoided the Catalan (to avoid re-
vealing his preparation?), play'ed 3. af3.
and ended up losing badly (see the games
section).

Anand will have to make a choice
between his other main defences. the
Queen's GambitAccepted and the Semi-
Slav. Anand has not played the QGA
against Kramnik since Leon 2002 (again,
see the games). In fact, after this game
he has only played the QGA sporadically
(for instance, against Kamsky in 2006,
which he lost). The Semi-Slav therefore
looks like the most likely choice.
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Against the Semi-Slav, Kramnik
plays both 5.4g5 and 5.e3 (in fact, plays
it with both colors). Kramnik-Anand
from Mexico City went 1 .d4 d5 2.c4 cG
3,4f3 6t0 +.6c9 e6 5.495 h6 6,g.h4
dxc47.e4g5 B.Ag3 b5 9.4e2 -€"Oz tO.
O-o AbdT 1 1 .6e5 Ag7 12,a,xd7 6xd7
13.3.d6 a6 14.9h5 Ata ts.Axrg HxfB
1 6.e5 gb6 17.b3 0-O-O 1 B.bxc4 6xe5
19.c5 WaS 20.6e4 Wb4 21 .Ado Exdo
22.cxd6hdZ and Black had enough for
the Exchange. It is perhaps important
that this game was played late when
Anand was leading and Kramnik had to
win.

In his match with Topalov, Kramnik
relied on 5.e3. and with this move he won
two decisive games in the playoff. This
variation is less sharp than 5.4g5, and
there is less possibility for an unpleasant
surprise (for either side). An additional
consideration for Kramnik may be what
happened in his match with Leko (during
Kramnik's 1.e4 period): his "refutation"
of the Marshall gambit, which he had
prepared with a computer. turned out to
be completely flawed. Kramnik lost the
game and nearly the match. My predic-
tion is that Kramnik will begin with 5.e3,
and switch to 5..Q.g5 only if he absolutely
needs to.

Or maybe he'll play the English.

Anand As White
Anand almost invariably plays 1.e4.

Such is his mastery of it tirat Khalifman
has named his king pawn repertoire series
(at ten books and counting) Openingfor
Wite According to Anand. His lifetime
record against the Petroff, Kramnik's fa-
vor i te  de fense,  i s  a  coo l  +30:33+.
Against Kramnik in the Petroff, he's *3
:1 l-O. But a closer look reveals the vic-
tories came in a rapid game, a blindfold
game, and a classical game where Kram-
nik blundered a piece in the opening. Not
particularly convincing, especially in
light of their Mexico City game where
Anand was White: when Kramnik finally
ended his preparation, Anand was a pawn
down and had to play exactly to make a
draw (which he did). He did better in
Wijk aan Zee this year, achieving a sub-
stantial advantage, but Kramnik was still
able to draw.
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Kramnik's opening philosophy with
Black is based not on counterattack and
initiative, but on equalization and simply
not losing. It's been a winning strategy
in World Championship matches: Kas-
parov was unable to break through the
Berlin Defense in 2000 (and, in the last,
must-win game, played the Catalan!),
Leko was unable to get an edge against
the Petroffin 2004 rand he. too. switched
to 1.d4 midway through the match), and
Topalov in 2006 simply avoided 1.e4 al-
together. I don't expect Anand to do the
same, but he'll have to think up some-
thing.

Or. .  .  perhaps not.  Perhaps the
work has been done for him! Kramnik's
aura of invincibility in the Petroff was
damaged in the recent Dortmund tourna-
ment, where he lost to both Naiditsch and
Ivanchuk. And neither loss was a fluke:
Naiditsch came up with a brilliant novelty
and won a nic€ game, and Ivanchuk got
a small edge of Bishop against Knight in
an open position and then kept the pres-
sure on until Kramnik cracked.

IfAnand does vary it will be difficult
to predict what will happen. Kramnik
relied on both the Slav and Semi-Slav
against Topalov (not too successfully, in
my opinion, at least as far as the opening
batt le).  Against Leko, he played the
QGD and the Queen's Indian and even
the Benoni (tme, in a must-win situation).
It's difficult to predict what he would play
against 1 .d4 by Anand. Your guess is as
good as mine!

OrAnand could play the English.

Recommended Reading
A From London to Elista by

Evgeny Bareev, et al. An inside
account by Kramnik's second;
I've not read it, but it's gotten
rave reviews.

B www.kramnik .com.  Kram-
nik's website has games, photos
and interviews with Vlad, includ-
ing "From Steinitz to Kasparov,"
a fascinating tour of chess his-
tory through its champions.

C www.tnq.in/vishwa.html has a
nice timeline ofMshy's meteoric
career. Bottom line: "Grandmas-
ter Viswanathan Anand is quite
simply, the greatest sportsman
India has ever produced."
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www. chessbase. com/news-
detail.asp?newsid=4628 gives
Anand's view of the World
Championship, including what
he thinks of what Kramnik has
been saying. This is on the ex-
cellent ChessBase site.

The Day Kasparot, Quit and
Other Chess Intertiews by Dirk
Jan ten Geuzendam. Excellent
interviews with Kramnik and
Kasparov analyzing the London
match, as well as withAnand on
the aborted Kasparov-Anand
match in 1998. With many other
great interviews (my favorite:
Bronstein), this is simply a book
you should read anyway!

www.e3e5.com/article. php? id=
1496. Prior to Mexico City this
website asked GMs their opin-
ions on who would win. Lots of
interesting comments.

www. uep-worldchess. com is
the oflicial match site.

My Life and Games by
Kramnik and Damsky.

Vishy Anand: Iv[y Best Games of
Chess by Anand & Nunn.

Topalov-Kramnik, 2 006 World
Chess Championship: On the
Edge in Elista by Topalov and
Ginchev, if you want to know
what really happened in "Toi-
letgate."

Kramn ik vs. Leko 2 004 by Breu-
tigam, Yusupov and Lutz. An-
other I don't have, but I'll recom-
mend it anyway! Yusupov and
Lutzare both excellent authors.

Look up Anand or Kramnik on
www. chessgames. com, they've
played some great games!

Kramnik Defeats Anand

Queen's Gamb it Accepted

Kramnik-Anand
Dortmmd 2001

Annotations by NM Nat Koons

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.4f3 e6 +.e3 ht6
5.9xc4 c5 6.O-O a6 7..€.b3 cxd4 8.exd4
Ac6 9.h€ Ae7 10.9s5 O-o 1 1.9d2
Aa5 12.9c2b5 13.9f4 Ea714.Ead1
AOZ t5.d5 9xd5 16.hxd5 exds 17.

l 8

Wrr+ ns tB.Efet 6c6
White has sacrificed a pawn for an

optimal position, and now comes . . .

2

1

gEs
E gr r
la j

l  l  .er

A A A
a c l  5 -

H H

t*rq)
n ' \ n
A l 5 A

.01
H

1 g . g 4 ! !  

a  b  c  d  e  t  s  h

A major move.

19 . . . 9d6  20 .gxh5  vOq  Z t .h6  wxh4
22.6xh4 he4 23.hxg7 EcB 24.€xe7
6xe7 25.9xe4 dxe4 26.Hxe4 €xq7
27.Ed6 Ec5 28.Es++ €nz zg.Atg
696  30 .hg5+  €g7  31 .6x f7  Ex fT
32.Edxg6+ €nz sg.EOgs Exgs 34.
Exg5 Hc7 35.a3 b4 36.axb4 Ec1+ 37.
€gz t rOt  38.Ea5 Exb2 39.8a4 1-0

Clatalan Sv.slem
Kramnik-Anand

1.d4 afo 2.c4 eG 3,93 d5 a.g,92 9-e7
5.4f3 O-O 6.0-0 dxc4 7.Wc2 aG B.
Vxc4 b5 9.Wc2 3'oz tO.9o2Ha7 11.
Ec1 Ae412.gm 6c6 13.e3WaB 14.
wor 4log 15.4a5 EcB 16.a3 aOO rZ.
hoozAos ta.gf 1 abdT 19.b4 e5 20.
dxeS .€.xe5 21.hxeS 6xe5 22.f31

22...6c4 23.6xc4 9xc4 24.Wf2 Ee8
25.e4 c6 26.8d1 Hot zt.ExdT 6xd7
28.trd1 Wuz zg.E,d6 f6 3o.fa Ee6
31.E.d2 E,e7 32.Wd4 AfB33.gd8 Ed7
34.Exd7 WxdT 35.Uxd7 Q)xd7 36.e5
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fxeS 37.Axc6 AfO 38..Q.b7 exf439.gxf4
€tOs +0.€tz o,xq qt.€e3 s5 42. ilxal
&t t  qg.aq &e7 4a.Axb5 Axbs 45,
axb5 €d7 46.*e4 6e2 +t .AbO g4 48.
Atz hca+ 49.€f5 6xb5 50.€xg4
€e6  51 .€s5  & t t  sz .& t5  €e7  53 .
9c5+ 1-0

.lrtph t- Bent trri

Kramnik-l,nand

Monaco, Melo4 .lmber rrapidl 1994

Annotations by NM Nat Koons

1 .4 f3  c5  2 .c4  At0  g .6cg  6c6 4 .d4
cxd45.bxd4e6 6.q3WbO 7.adbs ae5
8.9.92 a6 9.Wa4 heg4

"!" according to Portisch's notes to
Hjartarson-Portisch (Informant 48).
The idea is to prevent Ae3.

10.o-o Eb8

2

1

I
rg
a

63. E
l l l

rA

A A  A A 6 Brl (-) r-r r-: -=- a
/A Cq .$^
.X- H \#

t
I

AA
AA

a b c d e t g h

1 1 . b 4 ! !

Hjartarson played 11.ha3. This is
better!

1 1 . . . a x b S  1 2 . h x b 5  d 5  1 3 . 4 d 6 +  € e 7
14.c5  Wa6 15.Wc2 he8 16 .b5  Wa8
17.9.f4 axd6 .18.-€.xd6+ €e8 19.9xb8'  
WxbB 2o.a4  Wc7 21.Etc t  t5  22 .a5
6e5 23,c6 b6 24.axb6 Uxb6 25.EaB
€og zo.trngr 1-o

A nice finaltouch!
r:t
-lrven if you've seen it before. the

following game is stil l worth playing
over. The bright positional Queen sacri-
fice followed by the domination of the
White Bishops is a pleasure {1r vi rtCh.

Annotations b1 N\l \at Koons

1.4f3 6io z.c+ b6 3.93 i lot +.9-gz
eO 5.O-O Ae7 6.hc3 O-O 7.Eel  d5
8.cxd5 6xd5 9.e4 Oxc3 10.bxc3 c5
11.d4 ad7 12.9t4 cxd4 13.cxd4 Afo
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Square by square. White methodi- Kramnik-Anand
cally takes over the board. I.,ts Palmas 1996
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14.he5.€"O+ tS.Ee3 EcB 16.d5!exdS
17.exds gdo

17 . . . 4xd5  18 . t rd3  Ec5  i 9 .Ae3
Eos ZO.a+ Ea5 21,6c,2f-Kramnik.

18.4c6 AxcG 19.9xd6 Aa4

,Eg 
E@

L . : '  l l l
L. g A

N A A
O - E ( J

agl
E

A

e f g h

20.gxf8!
..!?"_Kramnik.

20.. . -€.xd1 2t.9e7Wc7 22.Hxdt Ad7
23.9h3 h6  24 .9 f5  b5  25 .9b4 t rdB
26.8e7 Wc4

Tg
I Atr T T

I
I Aegv

.,/, r\. . . '  .  a
A AA

tr€
a b c d e f g h

27.Hxd7t. HxdT 2B.Axd7 Wxb4 29.d6
Va4  30 .EOg We+ 31 .9xb5  We. r+
32.&92 We4+ 33.€g1 We1+ 3a.&g2
We4+ 35.€f1 Wnt+ 36.€e2 We++
37.€f1 Wrrt+ 38.€e2 We4+ 39.€d1
Wg++ 40.f3 gh3 41.d7t 1-0

r
ln this game both players had access

to a computer. But the game is primarily
strategic, with Kramnik's passed d-pawn
again proving deci sive.

Queen's Gamb it Accepted
Kramnik-Anand

Leon, Advanced Chess Match 2002
1 .4
5.Axc4 Ato o.o-o a6 7.3.b3 cxd4 8.
exd4 bc6 9.4c3 Ae7 10.9s5 O-O 1 I .
WOZ 6aS 12.9c2 b5 13.Ead1 Aca
14.Wt4 Ha7 i5 .Ae5 Ec7 16.Axc4
bxc4 17.gxf6 Axf6 18.d5 e5 t9.gf3
EOz ZO.We4 96 21.Wxc4 Hxb2 22.

Northwest Chess

AOS -ggS 23.d0 Ae6 24.Wa4 S"xb3
25.axb3 WoO e0.994 g,ru 2Z.6ds
WOA ZA.hxf4 ext4 29.d7 Exb3 30.
Wxr+ Hog 3r.Hter Woo gz.na h5 33.
EoO Wcs 34.Wf6 WrS Ss.Wxfs gxfs
36.Exa6 Etoasz.tro6 1-0

...and Anand Defeats
Kramnik

-
Oueenis Indian

Kramnik-.{iand
Monaco, Melody Amber (rapid 2008

Annotations by NM Nat Koons
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 e6 3.4f3 b6 4.g3 Aa6
5.b3  AOa+ O.AOZ Ae7 7 .4g2 c6  B.
Ac3 d5 9.he5 Otoz rO.6xd7 6xd7
1 1 . 6 d 2  0 - O  1 2 . O - O  f 5  t 3 . E c r  6 t o
1 4 . 9 - b 2  A o o  r s . A f 3  W e 7  1 6 . 6 e 5
HacB t7 .4 ld3  EfdB 1B.Ee1WeB' t9 .e3
g5 ZO. f l cZ  94  21 .Wc1 Wet  ZZ.HOI
Ae4 23.c5 bxc5 24.dxc5 AbB 25.6e5
695 26.Wa 1 6f7 27.axr7 &xf7 28.a4
h5 29.b4 h4 30.b5 g"nz sr ,Eocr  €s6
32.4e5 9xe5 33.Wxe5 9rO g+.Wo+
e5 35.9b4 hxg3 36.hxgs Eoz 37.Wa5
trne ga.Wxa7 t4 39.exf4 ex't4 40.gxt4
Eonz 41.9b6 Wxf4 42,bxc6

How quickly would you find . . .

a b c d e f s

42., .Wf3! 43.cxb7+ *f5 O-1

Tni. i, perhaps Anand's best known
victory over Kramnik, coming with the
Black pieces in a classical time control.

Semi- S I av Anti- Mo scow Gambit
Kramnik-Anand

Belgrade 1997
Annotations by NM Nat Koons
1.4f3 6tA z.c+ e6 3.6c3 d5 4.d4 c6
5.495 h6 6.9h4 dxc47.e4 g5 8.4g3
b5 9 .4e2 Aoz to .e5  ahs  11 .a4  a6
12.hxgS!?
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Garry Kasparov claims credit for
showing Kramnik this line in Revolution
in the 70s.

1 2...6xg3 13.6xf,/l &xf7 1 4.txg3 €gB
1 5 . O - O  6 A z  t 6 . A g a  W e 7 ' 1 7 . 6 e 4
Errz r8.Ad6 troa r9.b4 h5 2o..B"h3
Ano zt .€nt  Ass 22.Wc2Hs7 23.
We2 AaB 24.Wxh5 Etg Zs.Ae+

Eg
AgE

I LL
I Ag

A A I  AA
A

AA
F ? F ?.e. e

e f g h

Things look grim for Black. lf 25...
Ae3, simply 26.HxfB+ decides, whi le
otherwise 6xg5 and -€"xe6 is good for
Whi te ,  e .g . ,25 . . .c5  6xg5 Hxg5 27 .
Axe6+ *g7 28.Wn4t cxd4 29.$.-xd7
Hxf  1+  30 .Hxf  1  Hxe5 31 .Wxd4 ( the
variation given by Anand in Informant
71). But something must be done, the
Bishop is about to be captured . . ,

25 . . .c5 ! !  Z6 .6xgS AOSr

27.8)f3 cxb4

The Bishop is gone, but the tables
have tumed! Black is much better.

28.axb5 axb5 29.6h4 WgS 30.HxfB+
AxfB 31.Weg Erz 92.6,8 Wq6 33.
Wxbs b3 34.8f1 WoS gS.€sr We3+
36.€h1 c3 37.-Q"xe6 Axe6 38.d5 trxf3
39.gxf3 ArrS +O.Wc4 Axf 1 41.Wg4+
&nt qz.ea 6s6 O-1

IGamnik's use ofthe Petroffand the
Berlin defenses doesn't win him many
fans, but against Anand it's a wise strat-
egy. Witness the following:

-
Sicilian Najdorf

Anand-Kramnik
Dortmzmd (rapid) 2004

Annotations by NM Nat Koons
'l.e4 c'l? 2.4t3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.6xd4
AtO s.Ac3 a6 6.4e3 eS 7.h03 €.e6
8. f3  h5  9 .4d5 Axd5 10 .exds  6OOz
1 1.9d2 96 12.6a5 Wc7 13.4e2 $.;g7
14.O-O-O t rc8  rS .€b1 O-O 16.Ec1 e4
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17 . t4  6c5 18.4b3 Aa+ t9.c3 EfeB
20.Hhf t hoO zt .c4 694 22.t5 6xe3
23.Wxe3 6at z+.g+t Woo zs.Wnst

White is aiming to open the entire
kingside, not just the f-fiIe. Black's play
is not nearly as fast.

25...4c5 26.fxg6 fxg6 27.gxh5 Oxb3
28.axb3 Wd a 29.Yc2 trtg so. tro t gfo
31.Asa 1-0

Anand is known for a willingness to
sacrifice, typically a pawn or the Ex-
change, for active piece play. Here it
works perfectly:

Sicilian Maroczv Bind

Kramnik-Anand
Anrstcrdam 1996

Annotations by NM Nat Koons
1.4 f3  c5  2 .c4  gO 3 .d4  cxd4 4 .Axd4
hc6 5.e4 6t0 6.Acg d6 7.4e2 Axd4
B.Wxd4 As7 9..Q.e3 O-O 10.9d2 €"e6
11.O-O a6 12 . f3  WaS 13.E,ab1 E, fcB

1 4 . E f c ' l  E a b B  1 5 . b 4  g d 8  1 6 . c 5  a 5
1 7 . a 3  a x b 4  1 8 . a x b 4  E a B  1 9 . . g f  t  h 5
2 0 . W e i  A e B  2 1 . * h r  € f B  2 2 . a d 5
Axd5 23.exd5 dxc1 24.bxcS Wxd5
25.8d1 We5 26.Exb7

EEA@
tr rrE

I
.: 'ig I

6 A
. & O

AA
E.gA

20 . . . t r * " s l  ) r ' r o ' e  

r  q  h

White will resret this w'eakening.

27 ...W e4 28.Yb4 9c6 29.Axc5 Wxc5
30 .H ,b5  Wc3  31 .9e4  Eca  3z .Hoz
Ato gs.rs s5 34 Eoor Aoo 35.9d3
We5 36.We2 Wc5l

The Queen and Knight are cooperat-
ing wel l :  i f  37.Wxh5: '  e4 l

37.8e1 h4 38.E '13 gxfs  39. .Q"d3?l
Wxf3 4O.gxf3 Ec3 41.Ebd1 H,a3 42.
€92 Ha5 43.Ee2 e6 44.8c1 Ae5 45.
Ec6 €e7 46.8a6 i os qt.Ea3 €to
48 .Hb3  Ha5  49 . l c2  Ha4  50 .He2
Ba5  51 .€ng  A ta  52  &92  6eB  53 .
Euz Hag 54.4h7 Ldo 55.H.b4 Ec3
56 .Hc2  He3  57 .  P t z  Ee l  58 .Eb1
Ee3  s9 .Hoa  &97  60 .4c2  6eB  61 .
Eos Eet  62.Hb1 t res 63.8b7 Ec5

6a .Ye2  ioo  os .Pd7  & f6  66 . - : .h7
Q\c4 67.Eos 6es 68.8b3 €s7 69.
Ae4 Ecl  70.9b1 EcB 71.9c2

71. . .h3+ l  72 .€xh3 i l c6 l

Wi th  the  doub le  th rea t  o f  . . .E f rB+
a n d . . . 6 d 4 .

73 .Ec3 EnB+ 7a.&g2 6oqts ,Htz
Hxh2+ 76.*f1 Ent+ zz.Ss2 Ec1!

White is completel l  t ied up.

78.Hc4 Ae3 79.Exd4 Axd4 B0.Ee2
* to  g t . €nz  Ea t  82 .&92  Eg t+
83.€h2 gaBa.Eg2.E,cl 85.€93 gxf3
86.€xf3 €e5 87.He2+ €00 ga.Eoz
€e7 89.H.e2 -Q"c5 90.€s2 .*.do

And the Black pawns began to move
forward. Anand won on move 108.
9r.-Q.b3 Ec3 92.4a2 gt493.gbt *fo
9a.Aa2 e5 95.8b2 €sG 96.H00+ tO
97.-Q"01+ €s5 98.BoB €sa 99.EsB+
Ag5  10o .H rB  Eos  t 0 r .As6  Ebz+
102.€f1 €ts ros.Arrs+ *t+ r0a..e'g6
e4 105.EeB f5 106.Hf8 HOS rOZ.-€.nZ
€ga 108.As6g"e3 0-1 r
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27 . . .Hxc4 2B.Wxc4 Exg 1 + 29.&c2
E92 30.Wd4+ 997 31.Wxg7+ BxgT
32.Ee3 6e+ 33.6da Hg2 34.6xf5
Hxf2+ 35.*d3 Exfa 36.Hxe4 Exf'
37.&d4 €s7 38.b3 €tz gg.ag Etg ao.
trrr+ €gO 41.894+ €rO +z.En+ Exog
43.Exh7 Exa3 44.Exc7 Ea4+ 45.
€os us 46.,Hh7 Et+ az.*es Esa a8.
h3 Ec4 49.9h6+ €e7 50.Eh7+ €d8
51.h4 a4 52.h5 a3 53.h6 a2 0-1
20

Sicilian Montt:v Bind
IM Jesus Rodriguez (CUB)
NM Jan Verstraeten (ILD)

Arebro. Stutlent Tectm kb 1966

1.c4 AfO 2.hc3 s6 3.e4 c5 4.6t3 Ag7
5.d4 cxd4 6.6xd4 Lc6 7.4e3 6ga B.
Mxg4 hxd4 9.9d1 ie6 10.Wd2 o-O
1 1 .Ae2 d6 12.O-O Aoz t  g .  Eacl  b6
14.f4 Ac6 15.f5 6c5 16.9"f3 EcB 17.
.e .n0 as 18.Asa Ec7 19. t r f3  ro 2a.
Ae3 WeB 21.fxg6 hxg6 22.Axc5 bxc5
23.4e6+ Hn zq.6o5 Eb7 25.8s3
AoZ  20 . -0xd7  WxdT  27 .Exg6  f5
28.6t4 Hto zg.Exr6 -i.xf6 30.9d5+
€g7  31 .6e6+  €hB  32 .gx f5  Exb2
33.Wh5+ *q8 3a.Ws6+ €h8 35.AfB
1 -0

According to my research. IM Rod-
riguez won the Cuban Championship in

August 2OOa

1969.  1971,  and 1972.  Does anyone
know where I could find the eames of
these tournaments?

Interuiewer's Note: Several people
e-mailed me to say they liked the inter-
view with GM Gregory Serper. I would
like to apologize to him for not listing his
contact information as requested.

GM Gregory Serper
is available for indiridual
and group lessons, and
can be reached at:

rf25t 562{283

Readers. send me feedback ofany
kind, at: nwkoons@yahoo.com. I

Northwest Cb,ess



Washington Chess Federation (WCF)/Oregon Chess Federation (OCF)
Adult $25lyeor (12 issues). Adult members receive Norlhwesi Chess (NWC)vio periodicols moil eoch month. Residents of OR

ond WA olso receive o 1-yeor  membership in  ihe OCF or  WCF.
Junfor :  $17lyeor  (12 issues)  orScholodic:  $10/6 months (6 issues,  conver toble to regulor  jun ior  membership by poying $7

before expirotion). Junior members olso receive NWC eoch month. Must be under oge 20 of t ime of expirotion. OR/WA
residents only; stote membership included.

Subscriber: $25lyeor (12 issues). For clubs/orgonizotions or for persons l iving oulside the OR/WA oreo. Subscribers receive
NWC eoch month. Addii ionql postoge required for foreign qddresses (contoct Business Monoger for omount). lnquire
qboui speciol rotes for l ibrqries ond school chess clubs.

Fomlly: $S/yeor (nol o subscripfion - membership only). Open only 1o co-resident of qn Adult or Junior member. Expires ot
the some time. /f first member is a junior ($lT lyeor), oddrtionol fomily memberls/ must olso be juniors.

l---rrrr-rrrrrr.5glg:ls,.iii?9'ptiggEJl'ili'r:9E5j,1,)91ry2J9!Els9!Eg!-'
I OCF/WCF Membership Application/Renewal Form 

'- - -tt

Name lf Junior, give date of birth
E-Mail (used lbr rcncwal not

Phone Number (optional.

Street or P.O. Box

lccs and tournamcnt announccmcnts)

not uscd lbr telemarkcting) L_) Country (itnot tJSA)

Total Membership Amount $
llA residents only: soles tax bosed on locution where magofine will be received.

Soles tox rale: o'o T(LY on membership omount: S

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

City State
Membership Type(s)

Tax jarisdiction
At&\rqtetable isct t 'u i luhleort t l teNorthrvcstChcssur ' l rs i te.  | l lembershipsrat 'e i r t '<1 v i thout the
correct taxwill be rulid lrtr l l ntonths instead oJ'l2 l-1 nonths,fbr scholosti( tt!.tu)tt)

Make check or monev order (USA $ onlv) out to l{orthv,e,yt Che.;.s and mail to:

Credit this membership to:

Clubs, orqanizers, etc,

zip

Total: $
- I

Eric Holcomb
NW Chess Business Manager
1900 NE Third St, Ste 106-361
Bend OR 97701-3889

I
I
I
I
I
I
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Win a Free Room at the 26thAnnual Sands Regency
Reno-Western States Open (Reno, NV, October 16-19,2003)

Official 'Free Room in Reno'Contest Entry Form

Name

Address

City S ta te ZTP

Phone E-ma i l  ( op t i ona l )
Off ic ia l  Contest  Ru les/ lnformat ion

1 .  Contest  promoter/sponsor:  Sands Regency Casino Hotel ,  345 N Ar l ington Ave Reno NV 89501 in cooperat ion wi th Norfhulest  Ct  ess,  c/o Er ic
Holcomb, Business Manager,  1900 NE Third St ,Ste 105-361, Bend OR 97701

2 .  O n e p r i z e w i l l  b e a w a r d e d c o n s i s t i n g o f  a f r c e s t a n d a r d h o t e l  r o o m a t t h e s a n d s R e g e n c y C a s i n o H o t e l , R e n o , N V f o r t h e n r g h t s o f  O c t o b e r l 6 - 1 9 ,
2008, corresponding to the dates of  the Reno-Western States Open chess tournament Tournament entry not  required and is  not  inc luded in the
pr ize.  Free hotel  room is for  1 or  2 guests,  and a charge for  addi t ional  fami ly members wi l l  apply.  Al l  other appl icable provis ions of  hotel  room rental
a t  t he  Sands  Regency  sha l l  app l y

3  C o n t e s t o p e n t o l e g a l  r e s i d e n t s o f W a s h i n g t o n a n d O r e g o n , o r o t h e r U . S . s t a t e s w h e r e n o t r e s t r i c t e d b y s t a t e l a w . T h e r e i s a l i m i t o f o n e e n t r y p e r
nd  v tdua l  o r  f am i l y  r es i d i ng  a t  t he  same  add ress .  A  pa ren l  o r  l ega l  gua rd i an  mus t  en te r  on  beha l f  on  any  m ino r  unde r  t he  age  o f  18 ,  and  mus t
accompany  t he  m tno r  du r i ng  h i s / he r  s t ay  a t  t he  Sands  Regency  Cas ino  Ho te l .
Emp oyees or  board members ol  Nor lhwest  Chess or  the Sands Regency Casino Hotel  or  i ts  parent  company are not  e l ig ib le.
Pr ze s l ransferable to a d i f ferent  e l igrble person,  but  not  to any other room rental  dates.
The  app rox rma te  re ta i l  va l ue  o f  t he  p r r ze  r s  S200 .  and  t he  odds  o f  w inn ing  w i l l  be  a t  l eas t  1 /750 .  Ac tua l  odds  o f  w inn ing  w i l l  be  h i ghe r  i f  no t  a l l
pnnted entry forms are returned
Al l  entrants must use the of f icra l  entry form as pr inted above in Nofthwest  Chess (NWC) magazine,  and al l  entr ies must be mai led to the NWC
Business Manager at  the address l is ted in ru le #1.  Photocopies or  other reproduced copies are not  acceptable.
Entry forms must be received by September 15,  2008, and the winner wi l l  be announced on September 17,  2OO8.
Contest  winner wr l l  be responsrble for  any appl icable taxes on the reta i l  value of  the pr ize.
Contestwinner agrees that  hrs/her name may be publ ished in Northwest  Chess magazine,  and that  he/she may receive promot ional  mai l ings f rom
Sands Cas rno  Ho te l  o r  t t s  pa ren t  company

4
5
6 .

7 .

8 .

1 0 .
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$eaile ]all|Ilen
September 26-28 or September 27-28

A 2-section, 5-round Swiss chess tournoment with o time
control ot 40/2 & SD/l (except Rd I of the 2-doy option
- G/64) with q prize fund of $1000 bosed on 58 poid
entries, 6 per prize group.

@. K^ gfb,,, ;^I 9"^^a 0";. "o"*r
Open: $1AO gtd-$120 gtd, U2200

$100, u2000 $95, u1800 $90
Reserve (U1700): $110-$80, U1550
$70, u1450 $65, U1350 $60, UNR $30

Entry Fees: $33 by 9/24, $42 ot site. SCC members -
subtroct $9. Members of other dues-req'd CCs in BC,
OR, & WA - subtroct $4. Unroted ployers rnee with pur-
chose of l-yr USCF & WCF. Add Sl for 2-doy option.
Moke checks poyoble to SCC.
Registrofion: Fri. 7-7 :45 pm or Sot. 9-9:45 om. Rounds: Fri.
B pm, Sot .  (10@G/64)-12:30-6:45,  Sun.  I  l -5 .
Byes: 2 ovoiloble. Rounds 4 or 5 must commit of regis-
trotion. Misc.: USCF & WCF required. NS. NC.

$lt:"'t.tg'%d#*r**€
Infoline R

206-4t7-s40s
www.seattlechess.org

cfkleist@cs.com
Address for Entries

SCC Tnmt Dir
2420 S 137 St

Seattle WA 98168

SCC Championship
Sept .5,  12,19,  Oct .3 ,  10,24,  Nov.7

Format: 7-rd Swiss held on Friday evenings. TC:
351100 and25/60. EF: $28 if  rec'dby 9/3,535
thereafter. SCC memb. req'd - special $24 tnmt
memb. Prizefund: 75%of EFs. Prizes:23o/o-
t6%,u2000 9%, u1800 8%, u1600 7%,u1400
6oh, Unrated 3o/o, Endurance 3olo. Reg: Fri. 7-
7:45 p.m. Rds: Fridays 8 p.m. Make-up
Games/Alternate Schedule forRds l-3: 8 p.m.
Wed. Oct. 1-1 make-up (G / 7 5) game; lI-2:30-
6 Sat. Oct 4-3 make-up (G/90) games. Byes: 4
(1 in rds 5-7, commitby l0/1,7). Misc: USCF
memb. req'd. NS. NC.

&Aug 10, Sept 21 SCC Sunday Tornado&
Format: 4-SS. TC: G/64. EF: $tZ (+$S fee for non-SCC). Prizes:
lst 35%. 2nd 27oh, Bottom Half lst 22oh,2nd l6% ($10 from each
EF goes to pr ize fund) .  Reg:  l0 :30- l l :15 a.m. Rds:  l l :30- l :50-
4:10-6:30. Misc: USCF, WCF/OCF memb. req'd, OSA. NS, NC.

EOctober 4
Forma t :  3 -SS ,  8 -
EF: $10 (-$5 fee for
$16 (b/8).  Reg: 10-10:45
Misc: USCF, WCF/OCF memb.

SCC Lo-Roller Octagonal &
plyr sections by rating. TC: G/90.

non-SCC). Prizes: lst $32, 2nd

The Green Open at the SCC
September 13-14

A four-round, two-section, Swiss with a time control
otG/9O + 3O seconds per move. The prize fund of $660
ls fully guananteed and prizes wil l be increased if more
than 4O players. TD: H.G. Pitre. Limited to 48 players.

Open Fleserve (U18OO)
Firs t  $14O Firs t  $7O
Second tFl OO Second SE6O
Third SEAO Third SESO
u2000 $ao u1600 sE40

u1400 sE40
Entry Fee: $32 in advance, $37 at site. Discounts:$4-
member of any NW CCs; $4-anriving by bus, bike, foot,
or carpool; $4-junior" or senior.

Registration: Sat. 9:15-9:45 a.m.

Rounds: Sat. 10-3:30, Sun. 10-3:30.

Half-point byes: commit by negistration.

Miscellaneous: USCF & WCF membershios reouined.
Coupons redeemable with local merchants wil l be avaif
able at this event. A Masten wil l lecture on an educa-
tional topic for playens nated 18OO on below starting
about 2:45 p.m. each day.

Entry/lnfo: H.G. Pitre, 70O Crockett Sffeet #105, Se-
attle WA 981 09; 206-284-33'1 4: hgpitneogmail.com.

. J = l r -  S a s ,  s a v e  t h e  F  a r t h l

The SCC is served by Metno bus noutes 347 & 348. A
bus departs every half-hour each evening to NorLhgate.

22 August 2008 Northwest Chess



Future Bvents
ro indicates a Christopher Memorial llW Grand Prix event

Aug 9 WABlitz Championships
Site: Crossroads Mall,l5600 NE Eighth St, Bellewe WA 98008.
Format:2 sec. (Open, K-12),7r-SS. TC: G/5. EF: Open$25 i f
rec'd by 7/12,$30 thereafter. K-12 Sl5. Prize Fund: 60% of EFs.
Prizes: Open based on entries (includes u2l). K-|2 trophies &
medals. Reg: noon-I2:25 pm. Rds: lst rd- 12:30. Misc. Open
WCF memb. req'd. Rules: clock move; illegal move - add 2 min
to opp. Info/Ent: 425-283-0549. chess4life. com (Open by 7ll2);
Chess4life Center, 13555 Bel-Red Rd, Ste 200, Bellevue WA 98005.

FAug 23 Summer LightningF
Sitez Manito ParkQust inside the main entrance), 1702 S Grand
Blvd, Spokane, WA 99203. Format: Single or Double RR. TC:
G/10. EF: $l I (can be paid at club or at site). UNR free d
purch. l-yr. USCF+WCF. Prize fund: 100%o payout. Prizes:
$100 (b/10), other prizes b/entries. Reg: l0-10:30 a.m. Misc:
USCF memb. req'd. Coffee & snacks provided. Info: David
Griffrn, 509 -928 -3260, db grfhr?.' hotmail. com.

FAug 23,Sept27 PCC Game-in-608
Site: Portland CC, 8205 S\\' l{th Ave, Portland OR 97219.
Format: 4-rd Swiss. TC: C 60. TD may switch to 5SS and Gl45
if more than 25 entries. EF: Sl0. 35 discount for PCC members.
No advance entries. Prize Fund: SS200/b20. Prizes: $60-40-30,
U1800 35, U1500 35. Reg: Q-Q ,i0 am. Byes: One t/z-pt.bye avall.
if requested at reg. )Iisc: L SCF & OCF/WCF membership req'd,
OSA. Info: portlandchessclub il gmail.com, 503-246-297 8, www.
pdxchess.org.

F:Aug 23-24 Tacoma Summer Open&
Site: Tacoma CC, 409 PurallupAre E. Rm I 1, 2nd fu (DTI Soccer
Bldg). Format: 5-SS TC: G ll0 EF: $30 in advance, $40 at
site. Juniors: S20, $25. Economr (no Prizes): $12. LrNR free wl
purch. I -yr. USCF+WCF. Prize fund: 67 %o of full-pay EFs. Prizes:
25Yo, top 3rd l1%io, middle 3rd I {o o. bottom 3rd l3%o (2 prz grys if
fewer than 9 full EFs). Reg: 9-9:{5 a.m. Rds: 10-2:30-7,10-3 or
esne. Byes: Two %-pt byes avail. )lisc: USCF & OCFAVCF memb.
req'd. OSA. NS. NC. Ent/Info: Gary Dorfrrer, 8423 E'B' St,
Tacoma WA 98445 ; 253 -53 5 -25 36. eearychess@aol.com.

fuSept 6-7 All-Economy Thcoma Fall Open[b
Site: Tac oma CC, 409 Puyallup Ave E, Rm I l, 2nd fu (DTI Soccer
Bldg). Format: 5-SS TC: Rd 14160, Rd 2-Gl90, Rds 3-5-C/
120. EF: $12. Prize fund: None. Reg: 9-9:45 a.m. Rds: 10-l-
4, l0-3 or ASAe. Byes: Two %-pt. byes avail. on request. No
unwanted byes; Steve Buck will be houseman. Misc: USCF &
OCF/WCF memb. req'd. OSA. NS. NC. Ent/Info: Gary Dorfter,
8423 E' B' St, Tacoma WA 98445 ; 253 - 53 5 -2536, ggarychess@aol.
com.

FbSept 27-28 Eastern Washington Openft
Site: Schoenberg Ctr (Rm 201), Gonzaga U., N 900 Pearl St, Spo-
kane (SW corner of campus - I blk E of Division/Ruby offDeSmet
Ave). Format: 5-rd. Swiss. TC: G/120. EF: $21 by 9126,$26 at
site. $5 discount for ul8. Prize Fund: $$725 gtd. Prizes: $150-
125, A 65-35, B 65-35, C 65-35, D/E/unr 65-35, Upset 50. Add'l
classes/prizes poss. ifentries exceed 30. Class prizes b/5 per class;
classes/prizes may be reconfigured if less than 5 class entries. Reg:
Sat. 8:30-9:30 a.m. Rds: Sat 10-2:30-7, Sun 9-l:30 (or nsep).
Byes: One t/rpt.bye avail. if requested by end of preceding rd (rd
3 for any Sunday bye). Misc: USCF membership req'd. TD re-
serves right to use class pairings in f,rnal rd. NS. NC. W. Info:
509 -21 0- | 7 7 2 (cell); www.spokanechessclub.org. Entries: Spo-
kane CC. c/o Kevin Korsmo N 9923 Moore, Spokane, WA 99208-
9339

Scholastic
5u rnrTe,r Chess

Ca rnps

for K-8

grades 8-12 Seattle WA
grades K-6...... .. Woodinville WA
gradesK-8 ........... BellelueWA

23

+

4t
Chess4Life various sites WA

E lliott Neff 425-283-0549 kids@chess4life. com www. chess4life. com

Aug l l -15  . . . . . . .  Be l levueWA
18-22 .. Sammamish WA
18-22 . . . . . . . .  Be l levuc  WA

--'  2l-28 Chess Camp at Sea .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  AlaskaCruise
25-29 Belleruc WA

Chess Odyssey for ages 6-19 various sites OR
503-504-5756 pete@chessodyssey.com www.chessodyssey.com

Aug l8-22 Beaverton OR

Chess Vision for ages 5-18 various sites OR
T

A u g  I  l - 1 5

Evergreen School

D. Lanvay summerprogram@evergreenschool.org 206-957- I 533
Aug I l-15 Siamese (ages 6-15)

18-22 Super-Advanced (ages 8-15)

WGM Elena Donaldson & IM Georgi Orlov various sites WA
2W363 45 ll chess64@comcaslnet www.chessplayer.com/camps2007.htn

Aug I  l -15
t8-22
25-29

North Wilsonvitle OR

Shoreline WA

Frorn the Business Manager:

Need sample copies of Northwest
Chess for use at scholastic

tournaments or other chess events?

Please contact
Gary Dorfner [Washington]

or
Eric Holcomb [Or"egonJ

to request sample copies.
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Open Events
August 2008

8,15,22 TCC Summer Championship (rds 2-4) 253-535-2536 ggarychess@aol.com wwl,.tacomachessclub.netfirms.com Tacoma WA
9 WA Bli tzChampionships

|]bl0 SCC Sunday Tornado NEw DATE SCClnfol ine206-417-5.105cfkleist@cs.comwww.seatt lechess.org .. . . . . . . . . .  Seatt leWA
13 SimultaneousExhibition mark.ryan@translation.netrwrrv.calandersonpark.org............ SeattleWA
F,l5-17 SeafairOpen SCCInfol ine206-417-5405cfkleist@cs.comrvww.seatt lechess.org .. .Seatt leWA
Rr23 8 PCC Game-in-60 503-246-2g7Sport landchessclub@gmail.com www.pdxchess.org . Port land OR
lir23 Summer Lightning David Grif f in 509-928-J260 dbgrif f in@hotmail .com Spokane WA
ln2J,-24 Tacoma Summer Open 253-535-2536 ggarvchess@aol.com www.tacomachessclub.netf irms.com Tacoma WA
30 Java Fusion Open 253-535-2536 gga4 chess@aol.com www.tacomachessclub.netfirms.com Tacoma WA
F3O-Sep I Oregon Open www.pdxchess.org .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gresham OR

September 2008

4 SCC Champ. (make-up/alt. sched. | -3) SCC Infoline 206-4l 7-5405 cfkleist@cs.com www.seattlechess.org ........... Seattle WA

5, t2 ,19  SCC Championsh ip  ( rds  l -3 )
5 .12 .19 ' ICCF'a l lQuads

Rr6 PCC Saturday Quads
lh6-7 Al l-Economy Tacoma Fall  Open
9 PCCTuesdayQuadsbegin

[]r 13-14 The Green Open at the SCC
l'7 Blindfold Lxhibition

l+:Zt SCC Sunday Tornado
26 

'ICC 
Championship (rd I )

lb26-28 Seattle Fall Open
ll t27 g pcc came-in-60
27 JavaFusionOpen
Itt27-28 East€rn Washington Open
30 PCC Championship (rd I )

I  SCC Championship (make-up)
3.10,24 SCC Championship (rds 4-6)

ft4 SCC Lo-Roller Octagonal

3,10.17,24.31 TCC Championship (rds 2-6)
ln4 PCC SaturdayQuads
7,14,21,28 PCC Championship(rds2-5)
[tr I l SCC Saturday Quads
l7-19 Western States Open
l8 JavaFusionOpen
18 Actiontoumament
fblS-19 PortlandFallOpen
F:ZS I PCC Game-in-60
I!25-26 HalloweenOpen

l3 TCC Wed. KidsNight
l7 Elena'sBlitzlV
24 SammamishAugustQuads

15 TCC Wed. KidsNight

Nov. 7-9
Dec.12-14

SCC Infoline 206-4 | 7-5,{05 cfkleist@cs.com www.seattlechess.org ... Seattle WA
253-535-2536ggarychess@aol.com wwrv.tacomachessclub.netfirms.com TacomaWA
503-246-29TSportlandchessclubrZr)gmai[.comrmu,.pdxchess.org ........ PortlandOR
253-535-2536 ggarvchess@aol.com www.tacomachessclub.netfirms,com Tacoma WA
503-246-29TSportlandchcssclublrlgmail.comwww.pdxchess.org ........ PortlandOR
SCC Infol ine 206-4 | 7-5405 cfkleist@cs.com www.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
mark.ryan@translat ion.ncturvw.calandcrsonpark.org... . . . . . . . . . . . .  Scatt leWA
SCC Infol ine 206-4l7-5405 cfkleist@cs.com www.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
253-535-2536ggarychcssi i laol.conrwrvrv.tacomachcssclub.netf irms.com.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TacomaWA
SCC Infol ine 206-417-5405 cfkleist@cs.com www.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
503-246-2978 port landchessclub@gmail.com *'ww.pdxchess.org . Port land OR
253-535-2536 ggar-vchcss ?i)aol.com wwrv.tacomachcssclub.netfirms.com 

'l'acoma 
WA

David Grif f in 509-928-J260 dbgrif f in@hotmail .com Spokane WA
503-246-29lSport landchcssclub@gmail.comut*.pdxchess.org... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Port landOR

October 2008
SCC Infol ine 206-4 I 7-5{05 c{kleist@cs.com wn'u'.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
SCC Infol ine 206-4 | 7-5{05 cfkleist@cs.com wwu'.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
SCC Infol ine 206-4 I 7-5{05 cfkleist@cs.com www.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA

253-535-2536 ggar.vchcss liraol.comwww.tacomachcssclub.nctfrrms.com TacomaWA
503-246-29TSport landchcssclub@)gmai[.comurr 'rr.pdxchess.org .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Port landOR
503-246-29TSportlandchcssclub@gmail.comwrv*.pdxchess.org ....... PortlandOR
SCC lnfol ine 206-4l7-5,105 clkleist@cs.com www.seatt lechess.org .. .  Seatt le WA
JerryWeikel775-747-l405wackyykl@aol,com$ww,renochess.org/wso RenoNV
253-535-2536 ggarvchessrirraol.comwww.tacomachessclub.nctfirms.com l'acoma WA
mark.ryan@translation.net u'wrv.calandersonpark.org ................. Seattle WA
503-246-297Sport landchcssclub@gmail.com uu,rv.pdxchess.org... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Port landOR
503-246-29TSport landchcssclubt@gmail.com rrrvw.pdxchess.org... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Port landOR
253-535-2536ggary'chess2 aol.com wwrv.tacomaclressclub.nclfirms.com l-acomaWA

Scholastic Events
For Summer Camp information see page 23

August 2008
Gary 253-535-2536 ggrychessfzr)aol.com wurv.tacomachessclub.netfirms.com .. Tacoma WA
www.chessplayer.com ............ ... Kirkland \trA
www.groupchessclass.info ... Sammamish WA

October 2008
TacomaWA

Brownsville TX
Kissimmee FL

NOTE:A'[trr ' infrsnlofthedateindicatesaHarmonMemorial NorthwestGPevent.ASinfrontofthetournamentnameindicatesanOsCFquali foing
tournament Boldfacetypeindicatesatournamentannouncement(inourFutureEventsSection)ordisplayadinthisissue.

Gary 253-535-2536 ggrychess(@,ao1.conr uu"r,v.tacomachessclub.netfirms.com .

USCF NATIONAL Scholastics
For information on any national event, visit www.uschess.org

National Youth Action
National K-1 2/Collegiate Ghampionship

A I in front of the tournament name indicates an OSCF quali$ing tournament. Boldface type indicates a tournament announcement (in our Future Events
Section) or display ad in this issue.




